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Earth-Wax and Paraffine. 


By A. B. Prescott, M. D., 

Professor of Organic and Applied Chemistry and 

Pharmacy, University of Michigan. 

HE recent discovery of an immense bed of 
fossil wax in Utah reminds us that the 
world has hardly taken account of the 
wealth she had before, in the mineral 

wax-oils which have been brought into commerce 
during the last ten years. 

In 1830, paraffine was identified as a constituent 
of wood-tar, and a product of various destructive 
distillations.. For twenty years it was known only 
in the cabinets of chemists. Soon after the middle 
of this century, the enterprise of distilling Irish 
peat for paraffine and pyroligneous acid was under- 
taken, and shortly after English cannel coal was 
worked for paraffine and bye-products. These 
operations first put paraffine candles on the mar- 
ket. Getting only three pounds of paraffine from 
a ton of peat, the British capitalists reluctantly 
gave up the task of making candles out of the 
peat bogs of Ireland; but the working of bitu- 
minous coals for paraffines and other products 
attained considerable proportions in both Scotland 
and the United States, and has been abandoned, 
but slowly, after it was found that there was plenty 
of paraffine already lying in the earth, distilled be- 
fore man was born, and to be had for the gather- 
ing. 

Meantime the primitive and half-civilized people 
along the northern foot of the Carpathian moun- 
tains, in Galicia and other Austrian provinces, 
possessed a great plenty of excellent paraffine, 
mostly at a depth of 100 to 150 feet, in transparent, 
honey-yellow lumps and layers, mixed with clay, 
but cropping out slightly here and there at the 
surface, with the coal measures, and sometimes 
used for fuel where it was most accessible. 

Its discovery, as a fossil resin, “ found in a sand- 
Stone in Moldavia,” under the name of ozocerite, 
or ozokerite, was credited to Meyer, in works on 
mineralogy. Earlier mineralogical books give the 
name ozocerite to a fossil resin or wax, that had 
been “found in digging a well near Edinburgh,” 
and found elsewhere in Great Britain. And now, 
in advance of any public information as to any 
mineral wax of commercial consequence any- 
where, the simple word “ ozokerite’’ was adver- 
tised on dead walls, rocks, fences and in public 
Prints, all over Europe, for several years, and at 
an expense, it is said, of £20,000 sterling. Then 

article, from the Austrian mines, in its various 
Manufactured forms, was put upon the market. It 





was a stroke of enterprise, in advertising and in 
manufacture, quite worthy of America; but its 
success has been greatly reduced by American 
competition of a kind very hard to provide against, 
namely, by the paraffine as a bye-product from 
Pennsylvania petroleum, which came in a flood 
into commerce soon after the ozokerite industry 
was fairly established. In how many instances 
have the prices of European mineral products been 
stricken down by the opening of sources, in 
America ? 

The Austrian ozokerite has, nevertheless, main- 
tained great commercial consequence. In 1875, 
the production was estimated at twenty million 
killograms (44 million lbs.) annually. The firm of 
Wagenmann, Vienna, work up 2% million lbs. of 
raw wax inayear. Ujhely & Co., near Vienna, 
employ 400 persons in manufacturing the paraffine 
products. In Borislaw, they use a million killo- 
grams of sulphuric acid ina year, in carbonizing 
and removing impurities, in the manufacture of 
‘* ceresine.’”’* 

Though solid at atmospheric temperatures, the 
earth-wax of Austria contains liquid oils, which 
are separated by distilling. It is, in fact, a very 
concentrated petroleum, and approximately repre- 
sented by the residue left after distilling the liquid 
oils from American petroleum. Ordinary ozokerite 
yields about 40 to 50 per cent of candle paraffine ; 
the best ozokerite furnishes 60 to 70 per cent of 
“ceresine,” a trade product to be mentioned 
presently. Indian petroleum, when distilled, leaves 
10 to 40 per cent of paraffine; American petroleum 
2 to 4 percent. The new earth-wax of Utah, 
from its high melting point, must be nearly free 
from liquid oils, that is, nearly all paraffine. 

The earth-wax, mined by the Jewish population, 
is separated from clay, etc., by melting, and much 
of itis shipped to manufacturers for further puri- 
fication and separation into trade products. The 
best is pure yellow or greenish ; some samples be- 
ing green in reflected and yellow in transmitted 
light. 

Concentrated sulphuric acid and caustic alkali, 
distillation and cold pressure are successively used 
in removing impurities and color and in separating 
the oils from each other—the same agents em- 
ployed for Pennsylvania petroleum products. 

“ Cerescine”’ is a grade of paraffine, manufac- 
tured from prime ozokerite, by action of concen- 
trated sulphuric acid, and by filtration through 
animal charcoal. It closely resembles white bees- 
wax, for which it is largely substituted. Large 
quantities of this paraffine are purchased in Rus- 





* In comparison, it may be stated that the production of bees- 
wax in the United States, is put at twenty million pounds an- 
nually, less than half that of Austrian paraffine. Five thousand 
cwt. of earth-wax products are sold from Drohobycz, weekly. 
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sia, mixed with a little bees-wax, to give odor, and 
put upon the market as bees-wax. Cerescine is 
less plastic in the fingers, and more brittle in the 
cold, than bees-wax. Its mixture with real wax is 
best identified by the action of five times its weight 
of concentrated sulphuric acid, at water-bath tem- 
perature, when the bees-wax is wholly charred, and 
the paraffine, left unchanged, may be separated, 
and, for approximate estimation, may be weighed. 
A melting point of white wax below 65° C. (149° 
F.), according to Hager, indicates admixture of 
either paraffine or tallow. The specific gravity of 
real wax is not below 0.955; a mixture of 5 per 
cent of tallow giving specific gravity .g50, and be- 
ing less brittle or crumbly. 

The term “ paraffines ” is applied by chemists to 
a graded series of hydro-carbons, the first member 
being marsh gas; the fifth making the most of 
“ rhigolene” and a part of all the “benzines” and 
“naphthas ;” the seventh constituting the heart of 
good “kerosene;” and the thirtieth being about 
the limit to which this series has been traced 
among the solid paraffine bodies. Parallel to the 
paraffine chemical series, there is the ethylene 
chemical series ; any member of the latter having 
two atoms of hydrogen less than a corresponding 
member of the former. The solid hydro-carbons, 
making up the various paraffine bodies of com- 
merce, belong in the most part, probably, to the 
ethylene series, but the distinction between this se- 
ries and the marsh gas series depends on so small 
a difference of hydrogen that it is with difficulty 
determined. Chemists now incline to the view that 
the solid members of the paraffine chemical series, 
by oxidation and combination in the slow processes 
of nature, change to solid members of the ethyline 
series. These two closely allied series, at all 
events, make up nearly the whole of all the varie- 
ties and manufactured products of petroleum and 
mineral wax, as faras known. 

The uses of the various petroleum and paraffine 
products are multitudinous already, and every year 
extending. It is the function of true scientific 
progress to supply fuel and light and material for 
the mechanic arts and for medicine from resources 
of nature hitherto neglected. Also, it seems 
to be the tendency of commerce to multiply names 
and external forms of materials already in use, 
and present old articles as new ones. He who 
brings a substance of real value from obscurity or 
limited use into public and general use, under any 
name, is a public benefactor, and none the less if 
he has put money in his pocket by the operation. 
But he who presents, under novel trade names, 
materials already current, contributes nothing but 
confusion. 

The substance known in commerce as paraffine 
is used for candles, for water-proofing cloth and 
leather and for waxing paper, for sealing stoppers, 
coating pills, preserving meats and fruits, making 
matches and fire-works, and in refining spirits. It 
enters into some of the chewing gums, and is not 
without use in soft candies. It is used for starch 
gloss, and as a varnish for metals and gilt. Its 
crystalline structure is prevented. in making candles, 
by rapid chilling and by admixture of real wax. 
Much of the paraffine is of too low melting point 
for good candles. A great deal of paraffine is 
used in lubricating machinery, and _paraffine oil 
consists of solid paraffines dissolved in liquid 
compounds of the same series. Far too much is 
retained in illuminating oil, when chill tests do not 
exclude it. In rapid distillation the heavy paraffines 
can be broken up, or “cracked” into those good 
for illuminating oil. 

Vaseline and cosmoline are two well-known pro- 
prietary preparations from petroleum, in extensive 





use. They are graded paraffines. Vaseline melts 
at about 35 deg. C. (95 deg. Fahr.); cosmoline at 
blood heat. Vaseline has received much favor, 
and less objection, as a partial substitute for lard 
in Great Britain, and all over the world. Ozokerine 
is a new claimant for use as a cerate, made from 
Austrian ozokerite, very much like vaseline, but of 
a thicker consistence, and said to be sold much 
cheaper. Carbolene is a proprietary preparation 
for the hair, made from petroleum, graded by dis- 
tillation, and thoroughly deodorized by percolation 
through animal charcoal. 

There is no manner of doubt that paraffine pre- 
parations ought to supersede lard, wax, olive oil 
and other fats liable to rancidity, for many of the 
uses of cerates, etc. Lardaceous preparations will 
soon get rancid, and will then induce the worst of 
decompositions in the secretions and exudates with 
which they are in contact. Paraffine, on the other 
hand, is a preservative, acting by exclusion of the 
air, and perhaps in some degree directly as an 
antiseptic. It is sometimes said that vaseline gets 
rancid on long standing. The fact is, rather, that 
by standing a petroleum odor is developed again, 
As a protective external appliance, paraffine pre- 
parations are infinitely better than lardaceous ones, 
and the pharmacopeeial cerates need much revision 
in this respect, But as an excipient for medicines 
to be absorbed through the skin, the paraffine sub- 
stances are altogether unsuited, as they prevent 
absorption, according to the best authority. 

The Utah mineral wax is reported to be of inex- 
haustible extent; the beds in many places twenty 
feet thick, being scattered thickly over a territory 
not less than twenty by sixty miles. It seems to 
be heavier, and probably of higher melting point 
than any earth-wax heretofore found in abundance, 
and therefore must be far better for candles, and 
as a substitute for wax. 

Professor H. Wurtz reports specific gravity as 
high as 0.934 for samples of the Utah wax. Mr. 
S. B. Newberry gives a fusing point of 61.5° 
(142.7° Fahr.), for samples of the crude article. 
Wurtz has given an opinion favorable to the iden- 
tity of this deposit with zietrisikite, as named in 
the mineralogical classification of mineral hydro- 
carbons. Zietrisikite, from Zietrisika, Moldavia, 
has been named as the most valuable mineral of 
its class. Referring the Utah wax to the marsh 
gas series, its analysis by Newberry would give it 
in its natural state not less than twenty-eight 
atoms of carbon in the molecule. It is less freely 
soluble in ether than ozocerite. It may prove to 
be worth more to the world than many a gold 
region over which the public have gone wild. 

University of Michigan, April 1, 1879. 


Rhus Aromatica. 


By J. T. McCrananan, M. D., 


3rownville, Mo. 


a” presenting this remedy to the medical world I 

do so from a firm and honest conviction that I 
am introducing one of the most valuable therapeu- 
tical agents ever introduced from the vegetable 


kingdom. Time and space will not admit of any 
further preliminary remarks, hence [ enter into the 
merits of my subject at once. The only published 
information that I have seen concerning the rhus 
aromatica is in ‘“ Wood’s Class-book of Botany, 

to which I would respectfully refer those interested. 
It is a shrub growing from two to six feet high, 
inhabiting high rocky soil; stems straight, branch- 
ing near the top, flowers yellow, fruit clustered, 
red, seedy.and acid. When the bush is fractured 
it emits a strong odor from whence it takes its 
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melts common name. The bark of the root is the proper | which prevent normal distention of the bladder it 
ine at medicinal part. | is applicable. I have relieved several cases in 
favor This remedy was successfully used by my grand-| which the person was unable to prevent a con- 
r lard father, Dr. John Gray, for over thirty years as a| stant dribbling of urine, the condition rendering 
kerine sovereign remedy in the treatment of diabetes, | them offensive and uncomfortable ; also, those cases 

from and to this use alone he confined it, and for many | in which the patient has no control over the urine 
Dut of ears after was used in the same capacity by my | whatever will be promptly met by the action of the 
much father, Dr. F. McClanahan. He it was, I believe, | rhus aromatica. 
ration who first suggested its use in other diseased con- Mr. C., troubled for more than a year with an 
y dis- ditions of the genito-urinary organs. I could give| almost constant dribbling of urine, which ren- 
lation many interesting illustrations of cures that have | dered | his existence miserable, disagreeable and 

been related to me, more especially diabetes, but it | offensive, not only to himself, but to those around 
2 pre- is my purpose only in this article to relate cases in him. Chis condition of things I thought was the 
ve oil practice that have come under my personal knowl- | result of an atonic condition of the bladder, hence 
of the edge and experience. I will not attempt to enter I gave him an ounce vial of a strong tincture of rhus 
1s will into any argument regarding the pathology of dia- | aromatica, and ordered him to take ten drops three 
rst of betes, for so far as I have been able to learn such | times a day. Improvement was marked from the 
s with attempts have all been vague and unsatisfactory, and | beginning, and after eight weeks he was able to 
other modern therapeutics has thrown very little light hold his urine to normal distension of the bladder. 
of the upon the treatment of this disease ; hence its treat- Ella D. had suffered from enuresis for two years, 
iS an ment has been speculative and seldom curative. Her mother said she seemed to have little or no 
> gets My first knowledge of this remedy however was in} control over her urine at times, and that it was no 
, that the treatment of this disease. uncommon thing for her to wet the bed at night, 
again, A few years since when I was a student, Mr. A., and herself.during the day. She further stated 
> pre- aged 27, came under my father’s treatment, pre-| that she had tried almost every physician and 
ones, senting a cadaverous appearance, emaciated and | remedy within her knowledge, but without any per- 
vision haggard, with all the usual symptoms of dia-| manent benefit. I accordingly ordered : 
icines betes insipidus. There was no particular change 
e sub- in the urine, except that it was very much increased 
revent in quantity and of rather low specific gravity. He 
was one of the most woe-begone looking men I| M. Sig. Half teaspoonful three times a day, 
inex- had ever seen, and to my mind he possessed little | and to be careful to have her void her urine be- 
wenty if any chance for recovery. But under the influ- | fore retiring, and to have her get up immediately 
ritory ence of teaspoonful doses of the powdered bark of | when she felt an inclination to urinate. As the 
ms to the root given in a wine-glass of sweet milk three | case progressed, I ordered her to discontinue the 
point times a day, together with proper diet, regular | morning dose, then the dose at noon, and finally 
lance, habits, etc., he made a complete recovery in four|the dose before retiring. At the expiration of 
, and months, and to-day enjoys good health. three months all involuntary flow had ceased, and 
Three years ago Mrs. B., aged 37, mother of | sufficient time has elapsed for me to pronounce the 
ity as five children, presented herself to me for treatment. | cure permanent. 

“Mr. after a careful examination I diagnosed her case} The rhus aromatica is also a valuable remedy in 
Aw: diabetes mellitus. The history of the case revealed | hemorrhage of the kidneys, resulting from a dis- 
rticle. the following facts: that ten months previous, her | eased state of the whole system, or that which 
iden- attention was first attracted by frequent calls to} commonly precedes Bright’s disease. Hemorrhage 
1ed in micturate, and that she was obliged to get up during | from the bladder, uterine hemorrhage, menor- 
1vdro- the night to void large quantities of urine which had | rhagia, and other excessive discharges, accompa- 
davia, been steadily increasing until she had become so} nied bya relaxed condition of the uterus—of these 
ral of feeble that she was compelled to abandon her |I will speak in a future paper. 
marsh housework. There was also a sense of general lassi- This is also a valuable remedy in the treatment 
rive it tude and languor, with pain in back and consider- | of “summer diseases of children,” and in chronic 
-eight able thirst; appetite variable, sometimes ravenous | diarrhea and dysentery. It is largely used in this 
freely and sometimes deficient ; skin sallow and doughy; | part by the farmers in the form of a decoction for 
ve to temperature increased to 101%; slight cough] diarrhea. One or two illustrations will serve my 

gold and occasional night sweats; loss of flesh; pulse | purpose here, and these are taken from a number 

little affected except that when diarrhoea would | of cases treated by me last summer. 
sometimes supervene for a few days it would pre-| August E. This little boy was taken early last 
sent the usual feebleness and rapidity. Under the | summer with diarrhea; stools pale and thin, run- 
usual tests I found the urine to contain sugar, spe- | ning from him like water; no particular pain or 
cific gravity 1.032. I gave the saturated tincture | fever. He was pale and emaciated ; limbs trem- 
of the rhus aromatica in half teaspoonful doses | bling; scarcely able to stand alone; skin usually 
every four hours until she was under the influence | cool and bowels flabby. K&. Tr. rhus arom., §ss., 
of the remedy. A diminution of the amount of | three drops in water after each stool; with proper 
orld I urine voided, was marked from the first day. The} diet and care the little boy recovered rapidly. 
that I dose was lessened and the interval lengthened from Mr. F., laborer, called July 17th; stated that he 
apeu- week to week, and, finally, in three months, the | was suffering from what the doctors called chronic 
etable medicine was discontinued. Inthe mean time strict | dysentery, and that he had been in this condition 
f any dietary laws were observed, carefully avoiding such | for two months. He further stated that he had 
to the diet as favored the sugar-forming process in the} averaged five stools each twenty-four hours for 
lished body. She being of a scrofulous diathesis, I gave cod | that length of time; sometimes copious, some- 
. rhus oil with hypophosphites for some time after having | times scant—the latter accompanied with pain. At 
tany,” discontinued the rhus aromatica. I have had the | times stools consisted largely of blood and mucus, 
ested. Same result in two other cases of diabetes insipidus | at other times almost of clear blood. Patient 
high, which | will not give at present, and I am at pres- | was thin, countenance anxious, face expressionless, 
anch- €nt treating a case of diabetes mellitus, a very in-| bowels flabby, skin sallow, and he was scarcely 
teresting case which I will report ina future article. | able to walk. This was a bad case, and I deter- 
h incontinence of urine, whether from atony of | mined touse no other remedy until I had given the 
the muscular, or irritation of the nervous fiber, | rhus aromatica a fair trial. Under the influence of 





k. Tr. Rhus arom., Zss. 
Glycerine, % iss. 
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ten-drop doses of this remedy, together with 
boiled milk diet, my patient made a complete re- 
covery; no other medicines necessary. 

I will further state, before leaving the subject 
with my readers, that in my practice I have used 
no other preparation of the drug than a strong 
tincture made by myself. I have recently fur- 
nished Parke, Davis & Co. with a large shipment, 
from which they will manufacture a fluid extract 
(which will peer Pon be more desirable because of 
its uniform strength), and to them I would re- 
spectively refer the trade and the profession for 
supplies. Further, in treating diseases with this 
remedy, any complication requiring other remedies 
must of course be met, otherwise the good effects 
of the rhus aromatica might be destroyed. The 
cases given in this article are isolated, to show the 
indications for its use, and its action on the econ- 
omy when uncombined. 

I am satisfied that this remedy has such power 
over the atonic condition which obtains in such 
diseases as I have described, as will render it a 
valuable addition to our materia medica; and I am 
convinced that in cases which have’ been well 
selected, its effects will be found to be uniform and 
certain. 





Veratrum Viride—Heroic Doses. 
By A. F. HaGaporn, M. D., West Bay City, Mich. 


| HAVE with no little interest perused several ar- 

ticles in NEW PREPARATIONS during the past 
year on the above named preparation, and while 
some of them have greatly amused me, most of 
them coincide with my experience; and first of 
all, I wish to say, that the great fear in which 
most practitioners hold veratrum is either totally 
unfounded, or is a fallacy of the schools, instilled 
into their minds during their student days. I 
would not for a moment infer that such is univer- 
sally the case, but that it is so in a large majority, 
I think those who have tried the veratrum faith- 
fully and unprejudiced, will not hesitate to pro- 
claim. That it is a remedy not to be used indis- 
criminately or without proper precaution, I am 
fully aware. Neither is it as dangerous, even when 
used in what some are pleased to term “heroic 
doses,” as many would have us believe. My expe- 
rience with veratrum has been largely confined to 
the treatment of convulsions of childhood, and 
that it is as good an anti-spasmodic as can be 
found in the materia medica for the treatment of 
this class of diseases I firmly believe. During the 
summer of 1876 I was called upon to treat not less 
than fifty (50) cases of convulsions of this class, 
and as veratrum viride was my sheet anchor, so far 
as controlling the spasms, perhaps I may be per- 
mitted to cite a single case, which will serve to 
illustrate my method of using it in these cases, and 
at the same time show its success in controlling 
the spasms. Case: Sept. 3d, 1876, I was called in 
great haste to see Ida H., a bright little girl of 2%4 
years of age. When I arrived (not more than ten 
minutes having elapsed since being called), I found 
her in convulsions, which the mother informed me 
had lasted some 20 minutes. I immediately or- 
dered a tub of water, about as warm as one could 
hold the hand in without scalding. In-this I im- 
mersed the little patient, while at the same time I 
directed the mother to constantly bathe the over- 
heated brain in ice water, while I administered a 
third of a teaspoonful of fluid extract of veratrum. 
Not, however, waiting for this to take effect, I gave 
chloroform inhalations, on account of its more 
speedy effect and until the veratrum should have 
time to operate. After the immersion and chloro- 
form inhalations no more regular convulsions oc- 
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curred, but occasional twitchings of the muscles 
of the face, and in the course of ten or fifteen 
minutes there was complete relaxation of the 
whole body, the eyes returned to their normal 
axes, the lids closed and the little patient drowsed 
off, as is usual in such cases. About this time the 
family physician arrived. I informed him as to 
the previous condition of the patient, also as to 
my treatment. When I referred to the veratrum, 
he manifested some surprise and fears lest my he- 
roic treatment would kill instead of cure. About 
this time vomiting occurred—the effect of the 
veratrum—a large amount of phlegm and 
mucus was expelled, when the patient again 
relapsed into its former quietude. The vom- 
iting still further alarmed him to such an 
extent that he refused to have anything to 
do with the case, and I, not being at all in fear so 
far as the veratrum was concerned, willingly as- 
sumed the responsibility. Suffice it to say that my 
patient made a good although not rapid recovery, 
it taking several days to correct the cause of all 
our trouble, viz.: malarial poisoning, accompanied 
by suppression of bile. My secondary treatment, of 
course, consisted of alteratives and antiperiodics, 
under which there was no recurrence of the 
spasms. By the way, I have almost invariably 
found the convulsions of childhood occurring in 
summer and autumn dependent on the above- 
named conditions, and my treatment is uniformly 
the same—veratrum to control the spasm, and qui- 
nine and calomel to correct the condition of the 
liver and neutralize the malaria. The common 
idea of worms and teething would not account for 
more than five per cent of my cases, and while, 
with one or two exceptions, my patients made good 
recoveries, with no relapse or recurrence of con- 
vulsions, many of my professional friends who 
recognized worms, etc., as the cause, and had re- 
course to anthelmintics, lost a goodly number of 
their patients, and in not a few the convulsions re- 
turned on the second or seventh day, and I sup- 
pose they attributed the cause of recurrence tothe 
mystic No. 7. The dose of veratrum given in the 
above case I have invariably found to produce 
emesis, and while it prevented a large quantity 
from being absorbed into the circulation, it acts as 
an effectual emetic, and thus is obtained a second 
result no less beneficial, effectually clearing the 
stomach, throat and tubes of mucus and any 
irritating material that alone might induce con- 
vulsions. I will further say that I have seldom 
found it necessary to give a second dose of vera- 
trum, but when indicated, have been in the habit 
of giving chloral and bromide of potassium, on 
account of the emesis which the veratrum is likely 
to induce. I will also say, in justice to the manu- 
facturers, that I have invariably used Parke, Davis 
& Co.’s fluid extract of veratrum, and have found 
it both uniform and reliable, fully equal to Squibb’s 
or any other. 
March 28th, 1879. 


Veratrum Viride. 
By Joun A. Henninc, M. D., Redkey, Ind. 


SEE in the March number of NEW PREPARA- 

TIONS (1879) Dr. Gundrum brings me to task 
in reference to my article in the January number, 
on the dose and power, of veratrum viride. 

I think Dr. G. probably did not read my article 
very closely, as by reference tothe article in question 
it will be seen that I say, “to invite the attention 
of the profession to the use of this medicine m 
diseases in which tt is not commonly used.” 
probably should have said, in addition, in said af 
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ticle, that “commonly in acute diseases we give 
from one to two drops every two hours, until we 
see its sedative effect, then at longer intervals, to 
maintain the pulse at about seventy-five. 

But I failed to say this, because I thought this 
principle was generally understood without repeat- 
ing it. The past winter I have used over one 
pound of the fluid extract, and saw no bad effect 
in over one hundred cases that I administered it 
to. But I have been cautious, just as one should 
be with every potent remedy. I would further say, 
in reference to doses of fluid extract of this or any 
other remedy, that different houses do not make 
these fluid extracts of uniform strength, hence 
difference in doses. Parke, Davis & Co. make, in 
my estimation, the strongest and best fluid ex- 
tracts in the market. I don’t say this to eulogize, 
but it is a notorious fact; and I would further say 
it would be better for all physicians to use those 
fluid extracts manufactured from one house, in or- 
der to learn their uniform strength ; thus they will 
be better prepared to properly administer these 
remedies. 

In my former article I recommended heroic doses 
in heroic diseases, or in desperate cases. The 
profession are generally aware that in desperate 
cases we must use desperate doses and desperate 
remedies, or there will be a funeral. I once gave 
a boy go drops of tincture opii in two hours, with- 
out effect, in the case of chorea mentioned in my 
former article. Then I used large doses of ve- 
ratrum viride, and it cured. This friendly criti- 
cism by Dr. G. I hope will do good, and I have a 
special liking for a man who thus demands facts. 
Now let us see what other physicians are doing 
with this potent remedy. 

Dr. Taliaferro, of Atlanta, Ga., says that in 
pneumonia, in first stages, he gives ten drops, un- 
til it produces its effects, and it may be given for 
days and weeks without unpleasant effect. 

Dr. Murphy, in the St. Louis Wedzcal and Sur- 
gical Reporter, says that he treated twenty-one 
cases of pneumonia successfully by giving eight- 
drop doses every three hours. 

Dr. Watson says, in the Nashville Yourna/, that 
he gave twelve-drop doses in acase of pneumonia 
which was almost moribund, and saved the pa- 
tient. 

Dr. Fordyce Barker says, in American Medical 
Monthly, in a case of puerperal fever, he gave ten 
drops every hour for seven consecutive hours, and 
continued its use for ten days, and saved his patient. 

Dr. Houghton, of Indiana, says in Nashville 
Journal of Medicine and Surgery that he has 
“given it in all ages, from the infant to adult age, 
and has always obtained the desired results.” This 
accords with my experience exactly. 

Dr. Newson, of Georgia, says in ihe above medi- 
cal journal that he gave in two cases a half-tea- 
spoonful of Norwood’s tincture veratrum viride, 
repeated every hour, to produce abortion, without 
deleterious effect to the patients, and without ef- 
fecting abortion. 

I could give a number of other physicians who 
have given it in large doses, but I suppose the 
above will suffice. 

Now, why is it that some physicians give such 
large doses and others small doses? I think I can 
answer this very important question, and it seems 
to me every physician is more or less interested 
in this question. 

Some houses manufacture a poor article, and 
probably some houses water just a little, then 
sell it to physicians. Hence, when they use it, 
fay mast give sufficient to produce the desired 
effect. 


But, give the fluid extract of veratrum viride 





from reliable houses, then we find a reliable, pure 
article, and must necessarily give small doses. 

If all the fluid extracts of veratrum viride were 
of uniform strength over our country, then there | 
would not be any conflicting opinion upon the size 
of doses of this or any other remedy. And I re- 
peat, as in my former article, “‘ but be sure to have 
a pure, reliable article,” or in other words, get 
your fluid extracts from one house, learn their 
strength, and then stick to them, then you will 
never be at a loss what sized doses to give. 


Note on the Determination of Sugar in 
Diabetic Urine by Fehling’s Solution. 
Car. JunGkK, Ph. D., Detroit. 


"THE detection of sugar in the urine of diabetic 

patients, being a matter of the greatest im- 
portance to the conscientious and painstaking 
physician, particularly in the earlier stages of the 
disease, where only small quantities of ;sugar are 
present, therefore a method which will combine 
simplicity of detail with certainty of results in 
proving the presence of minute quantities, will be 
welcomed as a valuable addition to the means of 
diagnosis, and also by the analyst. 

It is not always possible for the analyst to ob- 
tain the urine fresh, but most frequently the sample 
is furnished after decomposition has set in, and 
progressed to such an extent that a large portion 
of the urea having been transformed into ammonia 
carbonate. 

The usual procedure in case of urine having an 
alkaline relation is to neutralize with an acid, usu- 
ally the acetic. The addition of acid, however, 
fixes the ammonia and retains a troublesome ele- 
ment, as the presence of ammonia salts is an abso- 
lute preventive of the reduction of the copper, by 
which the presence of sugar is to be demonstrated. 

It is easy to ascertain the correctness of the 
above statement by making a weak solution of 
honey in water, adding ammonia acetate, chloride 
or sulphate, heating and adding Fehling’s solution. 
No reduction of copper will take place. If the 
Fehling’s solution should first be reduced with the 
grape sugar and the ammonium salt added after- 
wards, on agitating briskly, the precipitate will 
soon re-dissolve to a blue solution containing a 
double salt of ammonium and cupric oxide. 

The conclusion which is inevitable from the 
above premises, is that in the direct examination, 
with Fehling’s solution, of a urine containing am- 
moniac.carbonate, a considerable quantity of sugar 
may escape detection, depending entirely on the 
amount of ammonium salt present. It would thus 
be very easy to overlook the presence of one to two 
per cent of sugar, and only the characteristic symp- 
toms of the disease leave no room for doubt. Does 
the physician realize that he has now to contend 
with an enemy which he should have unmasked in 
its infancy and weakness? 

If a sample of urine having an alkaline reaction 
be heated with lime water or any of the fixed 
alkaline hydrates, ammonia will be developed in 
most all cases, readily ascertained by the occur- 
rence of white fumes, when a rod moistened with 
hydrochloric acid is held over it. 

In such a case a preliminary treatment is neces- 
sary in order to remove the objectionable element. 

Evaporate the urine to the consistence of syrup, 
as in Neubauer and Vogel’s method, extract from 
the syrup all matter soluble in alcohol, mix the fil- 
tered alcoholic solution with alcoholic potassa, 
which will precipitate a potassium saccharate in- 
soluble in strong spirit. 

If only minute traces of sugar are present, the 
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liquid should be left at rest for several hours to 
allow of complete precipitation of the compound. 
The alcoholic liquid is now to be removed by filtra- 
tion or decantation and the residue dissolved in 
water and then tested with Fehling’s solution in 
the usual way. 

A novel and elegant improvement in the method 
of testing has been devised by Bilz (see /resenzus 
Zettschrift, 1877, p. 247). To a concentrated so- 
lution of ammonia salt, a few drops of Fehling’s 
solution are added and the liquid heated to the 
boiling point. The urine to be examined is now 
carefully poured over this heated liquid, which by 
its high specific gravity prevents an intermingling 
of the fluids. The reduction of the copper solution 
can now be observed very sharply and clearly at 
the line of junction of the two liquids. 


Cascara Sagrada. 
By A. Eppmon, M. D., Tontagany, Ohio. 


- this communication I shall endeavor to con- 

vince Dr. Gibbons, of California, and the edi- 
tor of Mr. Tilden’s journal, that cascara sagrada 
has been known and was used for constipation five 
hundred years ago. 

A Peter de Chrescentius, published at Bologna, 
in the thirteenth century, a botanic work, and on 
page 97 he speaks about anorvus, which is the 
rhamnus purshiana, translated in latter years by 
other writers which I shall mention in my com- 
munication. He recommended the inner bark of 
anorvus for constipation. In the following botanic 
and medical works you will find cascara sagrada 
called by the names of rhamnus purshiana, rham- 
nus sagerete and sagerete bark: 

Joach. Mathiolus (botanic work published at 
Nurenberg, 1621; p. 87). 

Kasp. Schwenkfeld (Stirpium et Fossilium Sile- 
siz Catalogus, 1607). 

Remb. Dodonacus (botanic work, Antwerp, 
1616; p. 784). 

Kasp. Hoffman (De Med. Officin., Frankfurt, 
1630; p. 30). 

Kasp. Rojus (Histor. Plantarum, London, 1696; 
p. 1604). 

Joh. Jac. Woyt (Schatzkammer Med. u. Naturl. 
Dinge, Leipzig, 1699; p. 374). 

Barth Zorn (Botanologia Medica, Berlin, 1714; 
p- 44). 

Drs. Vogel et Gottingen 
Lugd. Bot., 1757; p. 299). 

C. Linné (Amvenitates Academice, vol. 7, ed. 2, 
Pp. 299). at 

Andr. Jos. Stift (Pr. Heilmitt. Wien, 1792; vol. 
2, p. 189). 

Sam. Hahneman (Apotheker Lexicon, Leipzig, 
1793; vol. 2, page 286). 

The above authors recommend cascara sagrada 
as alight cathartic for constipation, all disorders of 
the alimentary canal, etc.. which will cause no 
griping pain or catharsis. 

Why was it called sacred bark? I shall quote 
from Pausanias, vol. 3, p.14. He says: ‘“ Aeku- 
lap held the tree sacred, and Bion, who was su- 
perstitious, had branches from the rhamaus purshi- 
ana fastened over his door.” 

Diogenes Laertius (vol. 4, p. 57) says: “Branches 
and bark of the rhamnus pursh. were burned as 
a sacred offering in front of houses where a person 
had died.” 

The Romans got acquainted with rhamnus pur- 
shiana under Augustus Reg. through Consul Sex- 
tus Papirius. 

The presumption is, on account of the scarcity of 
rhamnus purshiana in latter years, it was not 
brought to the notice of the medical profession, 


(Hist. Mat. Medic. 





When I was a resident of Chili I used what the 
natives called “sacred tree bark,” but was never 
able in those days to find the botanic name for said 
bark, but we should be very thankful to Dr. Bundy 
for introducing cascara sagrada, the -great consti- 
pation remedy, to the medical profession. At last, 
I must say I have used Parke, Davis & Co.'s fluid 
extract of cascara sagrada for the above named 
diseases which I mentioned in this article, with sat- 
isfactory results. 


Cereus Bonplandii. 
By Ricuarp E. Kunze, M. D., New York. 


bor unprecedented demand for cereus bonplan- 

dii, one of the many cacti introduced by the 
writer, on acco nt of its well-earned reputation as 
a nerve sedative has been followed by an unsuccess- 
ful attempt to keep up a sufficient supply. The 
slow growth of such.plants, and the fruitless en- 
deavor to obtain enough of stock for prospective 
propagation is already seriously felt. We deem it 
a duty in the interest of the profession and for the 
sake of suffering humanity not to let this plant pass 
out of existence. One thing however is certain, 
that if the present demand for this drug much 
longer continues, it will be entirely exhausted ina 
time not far distant. There are other species how- 
ever of the genus cereus already introduced, 
which will supply the loss of this established drug, 
if such be its fate. From the clinical experience 
the writer has had in the treatment of cardiac dis- 
ease during the past ten years of an active life, he 
can assure the profession that the total loss of so 
sovereign a remedy would leave a wide gap in car- 
diac therapeutics, unless we could substitute and 
fill the vacancy with a similar reliable agent. 

It is now several years since the thought struck 
me whether or not other species of cereus miight 
not possess similar properties. As a result of 
many investigations made in that direction, it has 
been found that in Cereus MacDonaldie@ or Mrs. 
McDonald’s great night-flowering cereus, we have 
another safe and reliable cardiac remedy. Having 
tried this remedy and not found it wanting, it is now 
offered to the medical profession, thereby hoping 
to divert the demand from our old friend cereus 
bonplandii. 

In the ever increasing demand for some new 
remedy, the progressive physician without a doubt 
gives his closest attention to this matter. The 
practitioner who seizes upon the truth wherever 
found will add to the laurels of his noble profes- 
sion. Hence all sovereign and reliable preparations 
must lead to the championship of a competitive and 
honorable practice. America takes the lead in the 
field of therapeutics, and this is conceded by the 
entire medical profession of Europe. No doubt 
this is partly due to the readiness with which our 
physicians try all new and good things. 

The properties of cereus MacDonaldie may be 
summed up to be cardiac stimulant and nerve se- 
dative. The feeble heart so often met with in 
anemic conditions is stimulated to the normal 
activity, and the irritable, over-taxed organ again 
restored to its equilibrium by indirect action 
this remedy exerts in controlling excitability of the 
cardiac nerve centers. This enables the physician 
to use this drug in both functional and organic 
affections of the heart. 

For the accommodation of the profession and 
drug trade I have placed all available stock of 
cereus bonplandii and cereus Mac Donaldie at the 
disposition of Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co.,of Detroit, 
Mich., a house well enough known for fair and 
honest dealing. 
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Kava Kava in Gonorrhea. 
By C. C. Switzer, M. D., Macomb, Ohio. 


WILL endeavor to comply with your request 
| and report you my experience with kava-kava 
for gleet or chronic gonorrhea. I will give you the 
result of my worst case, which was surely a severe 
test. It was of eighteen months’ standing, and had 
successfully resisted all treatment that had been 
brought to bear upon it with copaiba, cubebs, can- 
tharides, chlorate of potash, iron, ergot and injec- 
tions without number, a good quantity of which | 
had ordered myself. I had about given it up in 
despair when I concluded to send an order for 
a half pound of fluid extract kava-kava and give it 
atrial. The result was most glorious,’ for after 
using about two ounces in forty-drop doses, in a 
goblet full of water, twice daily, the patient declared 
himself sound and well, and which has certainly 
proved to be the case, for he has not felt a symp- 
tom of the return of the disease for the last six 
months, and the organs have full venereal power. 
He was also relieved at the same time of a trouble- 
some cough that had existed for several years, 
which led me to think it was a superior tonic for 
the mucous membranes generally, and to the subse- 
quent use of it in several cases of leucorrhoea and 
always with success. I have always used it alone 
and uncombined with any other drug, so the result 
must be credited to kava-Kava alone. 


Veratrum in Puerperal Convulsions. 
By Levi Tuorp, M. D., Colfax, Ind. 


EING a reader of NEW PREPARATIONS, and 

wishing to give my experience of the use of 
veratrum in puerperal convulsions, I will mention 
a case that came under my observation: 

On the night of December 2oth, 1878, I was 
called to the bedside of Mrs. Amanda W. I found 
her in labor, the labor being of short duration. 
All went well, but on the morning of the 23d of 
December, just three days after, I was again 
called. I found her in the following condition, 
viz.: pulse full and hard, running one hundred; 
heavy, laborious breathing. Before I got there 
she had had three convulsions. After being 
by her bedside for a few minutes, she had one 
more convulsion. I immediately sent for H. W. 
Vale, M. D. Upon his arrival we adminis- 
tered specific tincture of veratrum viride, in tea- 
spoonful doses, every fifteen minutes, until relaxa- 
tion took place. The convulsions disappeared, 
there being no recurrence of the same. Next 
morning, there being slight symptoms of returning 
convulsions, we immediately resumed the veratrum 
in about half the sized dozes given previously. 
They immediately disappeared, and, after remain- 
ing unconscious for about three days, she began 
rapidly to recover, and is in apparent good health. 


Grindelia Robusta in Asthma. 
By Dr. WALLACE, Superintendent Texas State Lunatic Asylum. 


HAVING observed remarkable remedial prop- 
erties of grindelia robusta in an obstinate 
case of asthma under my observation, I take pleas- 
ure in adding a report of the case to the large ac- 
cumulation of testimony already offered in favor 
of the Californian drug. The patient, Mr. John W. 
Glenn, civil engineer and architect, of Austin, 
Texas, is a gentleman of fine scholastic attain- 
ments, and so amply qualified to express an intelli- 
gent opinion, that I cannot do better than to sub- 
mit the following statement of his case from his 
own pen : 
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I have been for nearly twenty years an occa- 
sional sufferer from asthma, some of the attacks 
characterized by such violent paroxysms as have 
probably never been exceeded. My physique is 
good ; temperament, nervo-bilious ; habits, good ; 
vitality, very large; age 43. Never impaired my 
nervous or physical capital by excesses; have had 
yellow fever twice, and, during childhood and 
youth, all the customary diseases incident to that 
time of life. All things considered, I am proba- 
bly a patient on whom medicine could operate 
as free from collateral embarrassments as any 
person living. At your suggestion I procured 
about two ounces of fluid extract grindelia 
robusta, to be taken in doses of from 20 to 60 
drops, and in about one week after was awakened 
at about one o'clock at night with a very distress- 
ing paroxysm. Mrs. Glenn gave me 30 drops in 
about two tablespoonfuls of water. Within a very 
few seconds after taking it, the strain of the par- 
oxysm disappeared, and excessive expectoration 
resulted. In about twenty minutes thereafter the 
paroxysm began again, and in exactly one half- 
hour Mrs. Glenn gave me twenty more drops, with 
the same result as before, with this addition, that 
in about twenty minutes after taking the second 
dose, nausea was experienced, followed by vomit- 
ing, and soon after a profound and satisfactory 
sleep of about twelve hours. 

On two occasions since I have taken 20 drops 
when first threatened, and in each case drove it 
off. Indeed, so pronounced was its influence in 
my case, that I have sent word to several others 
who are afflicted with asthma that when attacked 
to send for me, and I would give of what I had as 
long as it lasted. My purpose is to satisfy my 
mind as to its value in such a number of cases as 
will divest the matter of all doubt. 

My two ounces are all there are in this city, and 
I think you ought to send for a further supply, 
so it can be accessible to the suffering. 


Jaborandi. 
3y C. M. Gattoway, M. D., Xenia, O. 


BOUT the first of the year, a gentleman came 
ve to my office for treatment, who had during 
the past eight years been suffering from “kidney 
trouble,” as he called it, and who had been under 
the care of a number of physicians of all schools, 
and from whom he had obtained, at most, only 
temporary relief. The urine was more than nor- 
mal in quantity, and in color was quite unhealthy. 
Upon testing, albumen in small quantities was found, 
as was also sugar. 

The patient complained of constant pain in the 
region of the kidneys, on both sides of the spinal 
column, very much aggravated when he attempted 
to lift any thing requiring much exertion. At the 
time he came under my observation, he had been 
at work for a few days previous, and latterly had 
been suffering day and night. From the history 
of the case I learned that his father had also been 
similarly troubled, at about his own age. 

I immediately put him upon a prescription of 
Parke, Davis & Co.’s fl. ext. jaborandi, to be taken 
three times daily, after meals, and at bed time. 
This treatment has since been faithfully kept up 
and with the most satisfactory results. After the 
first week the improvement was quite marked, and 
to-day my patient feels quite well indeed. He con- 
tinues to use it in smaller quantities daily, and with 
the combination of cascara sagrada, for the bowels, 
simply to ward off the return of the old “kidney 
trouble.” In this chronic case jaborandi has cer- 
tainly done all that could have been expected of it. 
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At another time, in a case of diabetes insipidus, 
the administration of jaborandi (fl. ext.) gave 
prompt relief within one week from date of giving. 

I have given it also in a number of cases of poly- 
uria, and where the kidneys seemed to be congested, 
and have uniformly obtained relief. 


Eucalyptus in Inflammation of Lungs. 
By G. W. Mattory, M. D., Lowell, Mich. 


RS. R., aged 45, sanguino-nervous tempera- 

ment, frail constitution and predisposed to 
lung affections, and has had several attacks of asth- 
ma during the past eight or ten years, was taken 
sick with inflammation of the lungs, complicated 
with pleurisy over the lower lobe of the left lung. 
The disease was ushered in with a chill of two 
hours’ duration ; then fever. Her left lung was the 
worst. The neighbors thought she could not re- 
cover, as they thought she had consumption. But 
she is making a good recovery, after being treated 
about three weeks. I gave her the following for- 
mula most of the time: 


B. Eucalyptus, fl. ext., 3 j. 
Glycerine, $j. 
Simple syrup, 3j. 


Mix. Teaspoonful every two hours. 


When the bowels are constipated, I give : 


BR. Cascara sagrada, fl. ex., 3j. 
Aro. syr. rhubarb, 3 j. 


Mix. Take one-half to one teaspoonful every 
four hours. 

The balsamic properties of eucalyptus, and also 
its antiseptic properties, make it a valuable medi- 
cine in all inflammatory conditions of the mucous 
membranes of the human economy, whether acute 
or chronic. It has a marked influence also on the 
organs of excretion, eliminating through them the 
deleterious matters in the circulation; hence it 
arouses the kidneys to a greater action ; it is also 
a stimulant to the liver. Eucalyptus, I think, may 





be classed as an alterative, as it seems to act well 
in almost all chronic affections in my hands, | 
will write again. 


Gibbons vs. Bundy. 
By Epwarp Cues, M. D., Ph. G.* 


AVING noticed an article written for the Pa- 

cific Medical and Surgical Fournal, by Dr. 
W. P. Gibbons, reflecting on Dr. J. H. Bundy, of 
Oakland, Cal., I think a few words in defense of that 
hard student and accomplished physician by one 
who knew him personally in California, will be in 
order, as it will also be to refute Dr. Gibbons’s accu- 
sation of “ pretension,” and other unjust charges, 
While engaged in the drug business in Oakland, 
Cal., I became acquainted with Dr. Bundy. | 
found him to be an educated gentleman, a physi- 
cian of the highest order, and in many respects a 
man of advanced ideas. As an investigator of 
the properties of the many valuable herbal reme- 
dies of the Pacific slope (of whose medicinal vir- 
tues Dr. Gibbons has never informed us) Dr. 
Bundy is eminently qualified. From personal ob- 
servation in California I know that the remedies of 
which Dr. Bundy has written are very popular 
with Californians, who know them by their Span- 
ish names. 

Yerba buena, yerba santa, grindelia robusta, 
berberis aquifolium, cascara sagrada and yerba 
reuma were in active demand while I was in 
California, and are now, I opine, from an advertise- 
ment of a prominent San Francisco drug house. 
From my personal acquaintance with Dr. Bundy 
I can see no reason for the unjust attack of Dr. 
Gibbons, except professional jealousy. Inclosed 
you will find a “cautionary slip ” from a rival Cin- 
cinnati firm.t It is easy to perceive their animus. 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., Feb. 6, 1879. 





*Graduate of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, formerly 
First Vice President of the Alumni Association, Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy; former Professor of Theory and Practice 
oS Seeny in the Pennsylvania College of Pharmacy at Phila- 

elphia. 


+ W.S. Merrell & Co. 








Correspondence. 





Cascara Sagrada. 

I have tried the cascara, and find it a safe, easy 
and efficient cathartic. It is a desirable, and, I may 
say, an invaluable remedial agent, long needed, and 
not until recently supplied; if furnished in its 
purity, and not adulterated, as many of our reme- 
dies are, we have reason to,feel grateful that we 
can rely upon its virtues, thus being relieved from 
that load of care and anxiety which practitioners 
so often feel in the uncertain action of medicines. 

I remain yours respectfully, 
A. E. McDONELL, M. D. 

GALESBURG, IIl., March 20. 


Cascara Sagrada. 

Since writing last to you I have tested the cas- 
cara sagrada in my practice, and find it very valu- 
able in constipation and dyspepsia. 

Our Kansas grindelia lancelata is as valuable as 
its brethren, the grindelia squarrosa and grindelia 
robusta. As yet I have not learned much of its 
therapeutic properties. 

The verbena hastata has been used in my practice 
in many cases of obstinate intermittents with suc- 
cess the past year; also the lespedeza capitata, a 





new remedy for the same infirmity and for consti- 
pation. I have tested successfully the sabbatia 
stellaris. I continue to use it in my practice with 
more and more confidence as I become acquainted 
with it. If it could be prepared in an elixir with 
the chloride of iron, the preparation would be a 
valuable one. The sabbatia is destined to become 
a very popular remedy. Hoping for your success, 
I am, etc., W. S. NEWLON, M. D. 
OSWEGO; Kans. 


Cascara Sagrada. 


My attention is called in your columns to fl. ext. 
cascara sagrada, which I am satisfied will prove a 
valuable acquisition to our already extensive list of 
new remedies. 

I have for a number of years been prescribing 
the alcoholic tinct. of cascara sagrada in cases of 
malarial cachexia and enlarged spleen, with the very 
happiest results ; in fact it has effected a perma- 
nent cure in quite a number of instances when all 
other standard remedies had failed. 

The remedy came to my knowledge through an 
old citizen, a he obtained it from Mexicans, a rem- 
nant of whom still reside in adjoining county 
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(Nacogdoches). The botanical name was un-| unsatisfactory, not only requiring an amount of 
known to me (rhamnus purshiana). We only | education beyond the reach of an ordinary profes- 
knew it as chittem wood, but I am satisfied that it | sional person to comprehend the words and make 
is the identical tree, or genuine rhamnus purshiana. |good use of them, but turning out before the 


C. C. FRANCIS, M. D. 
Rusk, Texas, March 14, 1879. 


Our correspondent has been misled by erroneous | 


” 


spelling, to confound the “shittim” tree (rhamnus 


purshiana) of the Pacific coast, with the “ chittim ”’ | 


tree of Texas. The latter is evidently not of the 
rhamnus family, though at present writing we can- 
not locate it botanically.—[ED. | 


Oxytocic, Cascara, Etc. 


In reference to the remarks of Dr. John Spere, | 
p. 11, of the January number, I beg to offer the fol- | 


lowing statements : 
The form “ oxytoxic,” at p. 99 of the October 


number of NEW PREPARATIONS, was either a| 
mistake or misprint. O-xytoczc, though (as far as | 
I know) a modern form, is right. It is an adjec- | 


tive, but may be used sometimes as a substantive. 


The true Greek term is oxutokzon, originally itself | 


an adjective, requiring such word as pJharmakon 
(a drug) to follow it, either expressed or under- 
stood. Oxutokion, which in Latin is oxytocium, 


and, of course, the same in English as in Latin, is | 


interpreted as “a medicine to procure quick de- 


livery.” The Greek term is to be found in the| 


works (ii, 194) of Dioscorides, the physician, who 


wrote in Greek, and is supposed to have flourished | 
about A. D. 100, for which reason I would much | 


prefer the use of oxytoctum as the substantive. 
The adjective oxyfoczc is quite legitimate in form. 
I confess that our scientific terminology is very 


|scholar’s eye to be, after all, a collection of 
|clumsy and imperfect nomenclature. The Eng- 
|lish language is incapable of supplying us 
| with scientific terms; the Latin added to it, 
|makes it but a little better, and the Greek, 
though by itself a splendid, powerful and re- 
| plete language, somehow or other fails to ac- 
| commodate our need. I can well fancy how oxy- 
| tocéc, and a legion of other words, whose mean- 
|ings are far away from being apparent, would 
| stagger the understanding of any man whois not 
| Saturated with Greek (I do not refer to Dr. Spere), 
|and offer him a task to be overcome only by a 
| difficult mnemonic process, which, being per- 
formed, is to him little more than a parrot’s lesson. 
If the English tongue were a /anguage truly, we 
should not require such term as oxytocic, but a 
compound term out of the vernacular’s own re- 
sources, the meaning of which would be apparent 
at first sight. 

While no one can deny the truth of my re- 
| marks, I will add that since we have the difficulty on 
our hands, not soon to be removed, we may as well 
make the best of it, and make all efforts to purify 
and perfect our scientific terminology. I like the 
| term cascara sagrada, and rhamnus is agreeable 
to me; but as for Purshzana, the gods help the man 
who thus profaned the page of botanology, and 
many others who have presumed to do like things. 
I shall call the name of this plant rhamnus cascara 
sagrada, and reject Purshiana as a mongrel ex- 
pression. The Spanish in this case is good enough 
| to associate with the Latin. 

JAMES DAVIES, A. M., M. D. 
LINCOLN CENTRE, ME., March 27, 1879. 





88 


NEW PREPARATIONS. 


[April, 1879 





NEw PREPARATIONS. 


WILLIAM BRODIE, M.D., 
Editor. 





DETROIT, MICH., APRIL 15TH, 1879. 





GEO. S. DAVIS, Publisher. 


Editorial. 


6 Commencement at Ann Arbor. 


eet 29th annual commencement of the grad- 
co, \ uating class in the department of medicine 

re and surgery in the University of Michigan, 
was held in the University Hall, March 26, 1879, 
when the following young gentlemen received the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine from the President, 
Hon. Jas. B. Angell, LL. D.: 

Herman Augustus Bailey, Marlboro, Mass. ; 
Charles F. Bennett, Wayne; William R. Cullen, 
Beaver Dam, Wis. ; Charles Fremont Dight, Mer- 
cer, Pa.; Benjamin Logan Euans, M. S., Watseka, 
Ill.; Lewis Alfred Flexer, Tamaqua, Pa.; Edward 
Lawton Fosdick, Butler, Ind.; Louis C. Fuller, 
P.C., Brighton; George Austin Harding, Sault 
Ste. Marie; Charles Everett Hebard, Grand 
Rapids; Calvin Joy Hilliker, Canandaigua; James 
Porter Howard, Montpelier, Ind.; Frank Jackson 
Hubbard, P. C., Galesburg; John Jones Hudson, 
Sydney, Australia; Reynold Jerome Kirkland, 
Grand Rapids; Ora Manly, Deerfield ; James Cur- 
tis Miller, Sarpy Centre, Neb.; James Patterson 
Orr, West Newton, Pa.; Byron Heston Ovenshire, 
Dundee, N. Y.; Louis Michael Plessner, Saginaw ; 
Thomas Jefferson Ritter, Milton, Pa.; Frank H. 
Rorick, Wauseon, O.; Orville Lemon Rowe, Dans- 
ville, N. Y.; Henry Albert Shurtleff, Ann Arbor; 
William Henry Smith, Ph. D., Ann Arbor; Ralph 
Tenney Sowdon, Ironton, Pa.; Wyllys Seaman 
Walkley, Hendersonville ; Thomas Herman Wil- 
cox, New York City; Antoinette Williams, Law- 
rence, Kan.; W. A. S. Williams, Horton; Frank- 
lin William Wilson, Edgeworth, Ontario; Arthur 
Leland Worden, Ann Arbor. Total, 32. 

These young men had finished their course of 
lectures and instruction on the old system of six 
months, and hence were entitled to graduate. The 
time of the balance of the class will not expire 
until the last of June at the regular college com- 
mencement, as the session is now extended to 
nine months, or the entire college year, commenc- 
ing Oct. Ist, and continuing until the last of June 
following. 

The medical profession of the State, being deeply 
interested in the medical department of the Uni- 
versity, and in the standing of its graduates, have 
long urged the propriety of a higher standard of 
graduation. To this the honorable the Board of 
Regents assented, and at their meeting in June, 
1878, through their committee on the medical de- 





partment, reported the following recommendation, 
which was adopted, viz. : 

“That from and after the present commence- 
ment, two doctors of medicine, citizens of the 
State, and in professional accord with the depart- 
ment of medicine and surgery of the University, 
shall be annually appointed Examzners by the 
Board of Regents at the June meeting, and they 
shall act with the faculty of said department at 
the next succeeding examination of candidates for 
graduation in that department, and shall jointly 
with such faculty report to the Board of Regents 
the names of such candidates for graduation as 
they may deem worthy.” 

Dr. Wm. Brodie, of Detroit, and Dr. Homer O, 
Hitchcock, of Kalamazoo, were appointed as such 
examiners, and accepted the position. 

The class just graduated were carefully examined 
by these gentlemen, who, being entire strangers to 
the whole number, were without any bias. They 
cheerfully indorsed the recommendation of the 
faculty for degrees to those who were found worthy, 
Of the thirty-seven applicants, five failed to receive 
their approval, this being a much larger per cent 
of “ plucking” than in former classes. 

The Board of Regents and the medical faculty 
mean that the teaching and requirements for 
graduation shall meet the approval of the profes- 
sion of the State, than whom none stand higher in 
the great galaxy of States. 

Many thanks are due by. the profession to the 
medical committee and its efficient chairman, Dr. 
Charles Rynd, of Adrian, for their interest in ad- 
vanced medical education. 


Obituary. 


IED—In the city of Washington, Friday, 
L) March 14th, John M. Woodworth, M. D., 
Supervising Surgeon-General of the United States 
Marine Hospital Service. The Medical Record 
informs us that “ within a week of his death he 
was seized with typhoid pneumonia, complicated 
with erysipelas, and being already much worn 
down by the arduous duties of his office, his re- 
maining vital energies rapidly succumbed. His 
untimely death will be greatly regretted by the 
medical profession and his many personal friends. 
He was an enthusiast on marine and hospital hy- 
giene, and the efficiency of our marine hospitals 
is due to his executive ability. The creation of 
the National Health Bureau is chiefly due to him. 
Death closed his labors while in his’ harness.” 
Regutescat. 

Dr. Robert C. Foster died at Nashville, Tenn., 
on the 11th of Jan., 1879. 

Again has death stepped in and taken away an- 
other old friend and professional brother. Our 
acquaintance began in 1856, when the American 
Medical Association met in this city. Dr. F. was 
then elected as secretary, to serve at the Nashville 
meeting the following year. We cannot forget the 
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cordial greeting given us in that city by the doctor 
and his friends. We sorrow with them in their 
sorrow. A talented physician and a courteous, 
warm-hearted gentleman has gone to that bourne 
from which no one returns. 


Annual Meeting of the American Med- 
ical Association. 


HE 30th annual session of the American Med- 
ical Association will be held in the city of 
Atlanta, Georgia, commencing Tuesday, May 6th, 
at 11 A.M. Dr. Theophilus Parvin is president and 
Dr. Wm, B. Atkinson is the permanent secretary. 
The following gentlemen having signified their 
intention of attending this session, have been 
appointed delegates from the State Medical Society, 
viz. : 
. Wm. Brodie, of Detroit. 
=. S. Dunster, Ann Arbor. 
. F. Chester, Cedar Springs. 
>. V. Beebe, Howell. 
. Connor, Detroit. 
. H. Lewis, Jackson. 
. G, Sinclair, Detroit. 
G. W. Topping, De Witt. 
M. W. Tomlinson, Battle Creek. 
Foster Pratt, Kalamazoo. 
C. G. Cruikshank, Howell. 
Eugene Smith, Detroit. 
H. Tupper, Bay City. 
J. H. Jerome, Saginaw. 
Fare from Detroit to Atlanta and return, $41.05 ; 
from Jackson, Michigan, to Atlanta and return, 


$42.00. 


Additional Evidence. 


UR readers will please pardon us for recalling 
() the controversy on the subject of California 
new remedies, by the introduction of the follow- 
ing correspondence, which explains itself : 


C. Henri Leonard, M. D., Editor Medical Ad- 
Vance: 

My DEAR SiR—As it has been insinuated in 
certain professional circles that either Dr. Bundy, 
of California, or Parke, Davis & Co., have been 
guilty of willful misstatements, relative to the des- 
ignation of the plants cascara sagrada and yerba 
reuma, I take this opportunity to address you, as 
former editor of NEW PREPARATIONS, on the sub- 
ject. During the period of the introduction of 
these remedies you were in charge of the editorial 
department of this journal, and, from the very 
nature of the case, must have known of any mis- 
representations, had there been anything of the 
kind. 

Will you be kind enough to state, for the benefit 
of our readers, what is your knowledge and belief 
in the premises, and oblige, 

Very truly yours, 
GEORGE S. DAVIS. 


George S. Davis, Publisher of New Prepara- 
tions : 
DEAR SIR—In response to your communication 
of the 2oth inst., relative to the introduction of 
Cascara sagrada and yerba reuma te the profes- 





sion, when I was editor of NEW PREPARA- 
TIONS, allow me to say that, to my knowledge, 
neither Parke, Davis & Co., nor Dr. Bundy, of 
California, were guilty of “ willful misstatements,” 
concerning the designation of the plants in ques- 
tion, or, indeed, concerning any other plant or 
remedy. 

Even at this late day botanists are divided on the 
cascara question, as the two species, Rhamnus 
Purshiana (which is undoubtedly the genuine 
one), and Rhamnus Cadzfornica, are both known 
commonly, or among the laity of the regions in 
which they are found, as the “ sacred bark.” 

The reason the botanical name was not given, 
at least so far as my knowledge of the matter 
goes, was because z¢ was unknown. 

Yours truly, 
C. HENRI LEONARD. 
Editor of the Medical Advance. 


“Prof.” J. U. Lloyd stated in a paper entitled 
“ Hydrocyanic Actd Dilute,” and read at the an- 
nual meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation, held in Atlanta, in November, 1878, that 


“ The specimen was sent by Dr. C. H. Adair, of 
Colusa, California, a partner or former partner of 
Dr. Bundy, both of whom have furnished certain 
printed articles upon this yerba reuma. In a few 
days another specimen was received with the infor- 
mation that, by mistake, ‘the young man had sent 
the wrong article; that the second was the true 
yerba reuma.’ My brother had named the first B. 
spicatum, but not being familiar with the flora of 
California, inclosed specimens to a few authorities, 
who answered in accordance. Thus it will be seen 
that the above is not yerba reuma, according to 
Dr. Adair, and certainly I would not question his 
authority upon this point. 

“Frankenia grandifolia is the second plant sent 
by Dr. Adair. I offer the name upon the authority 
of Prof. Sereno Watson, of the Harvard University. 
This plant is salty to the taste, more so indeed than 
the b. spicatum. It is common in California, but 
not known under the name yerba reuma that I can 
learn of, even to those around Dr. Adair, for he 
writes: ‘I am sure there is no such plant—you 
are deceived ina name.’ This second plant has 
also lately been obtained from a house in Cincin- 
nati as yerba reuma. 

“‘Rhamnus purshiana was sent at the same time 
for the bark, which, when extracted, yielded ‘fluid 
extract of cascara sagrado.’ Dr. Adair said that 
the name cascara sagrado was a deception ; that a 
botanist pronounced the plant rhamnus persica. 
Doubtless rhamnus_ purshiana was intended, as 
the bark came from that shrub, the leaves of which 
have since been received from Dr. Adair, and iden- 
tified. I would not question the authority of Dr. 
Adair, who, I think, is in a position to learn the 
name of the shrub which can yield a bark which 
will produce an extract whose name is cascara 
sagrado.,” 


This ambitious and self-inflated young man em- 
ploys his time before the above association in 
reading, under the guise of disinterested scientific 
information, contemptible and baseless insinuations 
against business competitors—for while the inten- 
tion and application of his remarks cannot be 
misconstrued, he sneakingly omits all mention of 
the house he desires to injure. As an evidence 
of his “ veracity” and animus we print the following 
communication from Dr. Adair: 
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 


I would state that, in spite of any statements to 
the contrary which have been accredited to me, I 
believe that Dr. J. H. Bundy acted conscientiously 
in the introduction of the plants, rhamnus purshi- 
ana and frankenia grandifolia, under the names of 
cascara sagrada and yerba reuma respectively, by 
which names they were known as well to myself 
as to the residents of the locality in which the 
plants were indigenous. In my capacity of a for- 
mer partner I am qualified to, and do state, that I 
believe him to be a man of thorough integrity, 
and above such action as has been attributed to 
him. C. H. ADAIR, M. D. 

CoLusa, Cal., March 12, 1879. 


Is the Name “ Yerba Santa” Public or 
Private Property ? 


N November 22d, 1870, Mr. McDermott, of Oro- 
(0) ville, and Redington, Hostetter & Co., of San 
Francisco, California, registered at the United 
States Patent Office, at Washington, D. C., a claim 
for the sole use of the rade mark “ Yerba Santa.” 
From information derived from the parties con- 
cerned, it seems that this word was supposed by 
them to have been cozmed at a dinner party, where 
the subject of giving a name to a new nostrum for 
rheumatism was under consideration. A gentle- 
man versed in Spanish lore, who was present, sug- 
gested the name “ Yerba Santa "—Ang/azs “ Holy 
Herb”—as a desirable title, and stating that so far 
as he was aware, the name had never before ap- 
peared in print, nor in fact had it existed outside 
his own brain. The suggestion was adopted and 
the name patented as above. The nostrum was 
duly issued, but achieved only a local reputation 
and sale. 

In the mean time, Dr. Bundy brought the Eriodyc- 
tion Californicum to the notice of the profession un- 
der the name “ Yerba Santa” in an article published 
in Scudder’s Eclectic Fournal, October, 1875. This 
article was widely read throughout the United 
States east of the Sierras, and has lead to a large 
consumption of this drug in therapeutics. 

Now at this late day comes a letter from Red- 
ington & Co., wholesale druggists, San Francisco, 
under date of December 31st, 1878, and addressed 
to manufacturers of fluid extracts and other phar- 
maceuticals, advising them that the name “Yerba 
Santa” is private property, protected by patent 
from the United States, and warning all interested 
that the rights of the owners will be protected in 
the courts. 

Believing that the above firm had no legitimate 
claim to the protection of a patent in the premises, 
we have endeavored to obtain proof of the com- 
mon use of the term in question among the Span- 
ish population of the Pacific coast long prior to the 
date of the patent (1870). Owing to the very 
recent date of our inquiries we have only the fol- 
lowing evidence to offer, which though brief, is 
conclusive as far as it goes: 





————ap 


I, Joseph Manso, being duly sworn, do hereby 
testify that I have known the herb known as 
mountain balm under the name of yerba santa 
for a period of twenty (20) years prior to this date, 
and that the same is the term under which moun- 
tain balm is known among the Spaniards. 

JOSEPH MANSO. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me } 
this 13th day of March, 1879. { 
JOHN H. LIENING, 
Fustice of the Peace. 

The above is known to me to be a thoroughly 
honest and trustworthy man. 

FRED HANSEN. 
Otto L. Cramer, Esg., Willows, Cal.: 

In reply to yourfavor of the 6th inst., will state 
that yerba santa was not generally known in Cali- 
fornia as a medicinal agent until after 1869. An 
old resident here, Mr. John Schefferle, who mar- 
ried a California lady, states positively that his 
wife’s mother has used the yerba santa, under that 
name, for over 25 years in midwifery practice, and 
knew the drug only by that name. The term 
“mountain balm,” as applied to this drug, is un- 
known to those Californians whom I have ad- 
dressed on the subject. J. AUG. SOHLKE. 

SAN LUIs OBISCO, CAL., Feb. 10, 1879. 


In addition to the above, we direct attention to 
the fact that Dr. Saxe, of Santa Clara, made a brief 
mention of this drug under its popular name in 
the annual meeting of the California State Medi- 
cal Society, in 1871. It seems hardly probable 
that a name cozved for a nostrum in 1870, should 
in 1871 become a popular designation of a well- 
known plant in the same State. 


Jaborandi. 


F the new remedies introduced to the profession 
() during the past few years few have been ac- 
corded so ready a trial and received with such gen- 
eral favor as jaborandi. The list of diaphoretics was 
quite limited, and, in fact, scarcely any agent was 
known whose direct specific action was to pro- 


duce diaphoresis. It was but natural therefore 
that the profession should be so ready to put to 
the test a remedy for which so much had been 
claimed in this direction. The experimentation 
and clinical observation to which it has been sub- 
mitted have sufficed to substantiate very much 
that was claimed for it, and to give it a fixed place 
among therapeutic agents. We now know witha 
tolerable degree of certainty what it will do, and 
the conditions under which its employment is indi- 
cated. Contrary, however, to what should have 
been expected of the profession of this country, 


susually so enterprising in the proving of the new, 


jaborandi owes the establishment of its therapeutic 
properties more to European than to American 
physicians. 

Being the only direct and distinctive diaphoretic 
in the materia medica, its service in affections in 
which the removal of fluids from the system is de- 
sirable, at once suggests itself. Before its intro- 
duction the kidneys and the bowels were the only 
channels through which this removal could be 
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effected, and not unfrequently the secondary de- 
pressing influence of diuretics and hydrogogue ca- 
thartics rendered their employment undesirable. 
Jaborandi has been observed to lower the tempera- 
ture, and though it probably does this through the 
diaphoresis it causes, this action, nevertheless, sug- 
gests its employment in febrile conditions. These 
being the general indications for its employment 
its uses in individual diseases are obvious. In ad- 
dition to the more direct effects of its use, above 
indicated, it has other and scarcely less important 
physiological properties, among which might be 
mentioned its galactogogue and its sialogogue 
action, and its supposed contractile influence on 
the uterus. The latter property, though not yet 
thoroughly established, has lately been noticed by 
several observers and should be taken into consid- 
eration in presenting the drug to a pregnant woman. 

Pilocarpine, the salt of jaborandi, is better adapted 
to hypodermic medication. It may be given in 
this manner in doses of a quarter grain. For the 
purposes, however, of general practice the fluid ex- 
tract is the more eligible form of administration. 
The dose of the fluid extract is from half a drachm 
to a drachm. 





Veratrum Viride. 





pee reference to the difference in opinions held 
'¥ by our contributors as to the proper doses of 
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this drug, we quote from the new National Dis- 
pensatory (Stillé & Maisch) as follows: “It is re- 
markable that diarrhoea so rarely is present as an 
effect of excessive doses of this medicine; and 
that, notwithstanding the sedation of the heart, 
and the general appearance of collapse produced 
by them, #o case of fatal poisoning of an adult 
by green hellebore should have been recorded. \t 
is said to have caused death in two cases of chil- 
dren, the one eighteen months and the other 
eleven months old.” 


Jefferson Medical College. 


E learn from the Med. and Surg. Reporter of 
W the 29th ult., that Dr. Roberts Bartholow has 
been elected to fill the chair of materia medica and 
therapeutics in the Jefferson Medical College lately 
vacated by the death of Dr. John B. Biddle. 
Dr. Bartholow has for some years filled a similar 
chair in the Medical College of Ohio, in Cincinnati, 
and is well known by his work on materia medica 
and therapeutics, and other numerous essays on 
therapeutics. 

The late Horace Greeley said, “Go west, young 
man.” He should have added: For when your 
reputation is made you will be called east again. 
The selection is eminently good, and will inure to 
the benefit of both parties. 
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Book Reviews. 





Optic Neuritis, with Notes of Three Cases, 
by C. F. Lundy, M. D, Detroit—The above is 
the title of a reprint of an article by Dr. Lundy, 
which appeared in the Detrozt Lancet for Dec., 
1878. We are glad the author has given a more 
extended circulation than its original publication 
secured, since the subject is one of much impor- 
tance to the general practitioner, and one to which 
very little space is devoted in the current medical 
literature of the day. If the attention of prac- 
titioners was sufficiently called to this important 
disease, fewer cases of optic neuritis would pass 
on to atrophy without recognition of the nature of 
the affection. As it is, a large per cent of such 
cases are neglected in the early stage, and the 
patient waits until his failing vision so alarms him 
that he calls upon a specialist, who is compelled to | 
inform him that little hope exists of saving useful | 
vision, unless he is like one we lately heard of in| 
this State who diagnosed such a case as glaucoma, | 
and promised relief by iridectomy, which is appar- 
ently his favorite diagnosis and prescription. The 
condition of the optic disc gives the physician 
valuable aid in deciding the state of cerebral cir- 
culation, since the capillary circulation is derived 
from the vessels of the pia mater. Dr. Hughlings 
Jackson, who has made numerous examinations of 
the optic disc in persons affected with brain disease, | 
informs us that itis very common to find an in- 
flamed disc with normal vision. Physicians should 
learn to use the opthalmoscope more, and report 
the results of their observations more freely, for | 
only by the extensive reports of cases which they 
might observe, can we expect to clear up the ob- 
Scurity that still rests upon the etiology of such 
affections as optic neuritis. The attention of the 








oculist is only called to the worst of such cases, 
and then at an advanced stage of the affection. 
Dr. Lundy refers to a case quoted by Dr. Bru- 
denell Carter, where several oculists expressed an 
opinion that a certain case of optic neuritis was 
due to brain disease, when it ultimately proved to 
be due to renal disease. He ought also to have 
quoted the case, cited by the same author, that at 
the same and in the same hospital, presented 
the appearance supposed to be typical of Bright’s 
retinitis, the patient dying with healthy kidneys, 
from the effect of a tumor in the cerebellum. If 
specialists were aided by the extensive observa- 
tion of facts and cases that the vast army of 
general practitioners could furnish, if they would 
only learn the art of ophthalmoscopy, such mis- 
takes, we believe, would be more rare. 

Dr. Lundy has furnished some very valuable re- 
marks upon the etiology and treatment of the dis- 
ease, and has shown a care in the examination 
of the cases he reports that is creditable to him, 
and gives promise of success in his chosen spe- 
cialty. 

We hope and expect to hear more from him in 
the future. Meanwhile we wish him success, and 
commend his article to the profession. 


American Health Primers, edited by W. W. 
Keen, M. D., Fellow College Physicians, Philadel- 
phia. This series is written from an American 
stand-point and with especial reference to our c/7- 


| mate, architecture, legislation and inodes of life. 


The subjects selected are of vital and practical 
importance in every-day life. The following vol- 
umes are in press and will be issued about once a 
month: 
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I, HEARING, AND HOW TO KEEP IT. By Charles 
H. Burnett, M. D., of Philadelphia, Surgeon in 
charge of the Philadelphia Dispensary for Dis- 
eases of the Ear, Aurist to the Presbyterian 
Hospital, etc. 

II. LONG LIFE, AND HOw TO REACH IT. By 

. G. Richardson, M. D., of Philadelphia, Pro- 
essor of Hygiene in the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, etc. 

III. SEA AIR AND SEA BATHING. By Wzllizam 
S. Forbes, M. D., of Philadelphia, Surgeon to 
the Episcopal Hospital, etc. 

IV. THESUMMER AND ITS DISEASES. By Fames 
C. Wilson, M. D., of Philadelphia, Lecturer on 
Physical Diagnosis in Jefferson Medical College, 
etc. 

V. EYESIGHT, AND HOW TO CARE FOR IT. By 
George C. Harlan, M. D., of Philadelphia, Sur- 
geon to the Wills (Eye) Hospital. 

VI. THE THROAT AND THE VOICE. By F. Soles 
Cohen, M. D., of Philadelphia, Lecturer on Dis- 
eases of the Throat in Jefferson Medical College. 

VII. THE WINTER AND ITS DANGERS. By 
Hamilton Osgood, M. D., of Boston, Assistant 
Editor Boston Medical and Surgical Fournal. 


VIII. THE MOUTH AND THE TEETH. By Ff. W. 
White, M. D., D. VD. S., of Philadelphia, Editor 
of the Dental Cosmos. 


IX. OUR HOMES. By Henry Hartshorne, M. D., 
of Philadelphia, formerly Professor of Hygiene in 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

X. THE SKIN IN HEALTH AND DISEASE. By 
L. D. Bulkley, M. D., of New York, Physician 
to the Skin Department of the Demilt Dispensary 
and of the New York Hospital. 


XI. BRAIN WORK AND OVERWORK. By 4. C. 
Wood, Fr., M. D., of Philadelphia, Clinical Pro- 
fessor of Nervous Diseases, University of Penn- 
sylvania, etc. 


Other volumes are in preparation, including the 
following subjects: ‘‘ Preventable Diseases,” “ Ac- 
cidents and Emergencies,” ‘‘ Towns we Live In,” 
“ Diet in Health and Disease,” ‘The Art of Nurs- 
ing,” “School and Industrial Hygiene,” ‘“ Mental 
Hygiene,” etc. They will be 16mo in size, neatly 
printed on tinted paper, and bound in paper covers. 
Price, 30 cents; flexible cloth, 50 cents. Lindsay 
& Blakiston, publishers. 


The National Dispensatory; Containing the 
Natural History, Chemistry, Pharmacy, Actions 
and Doses of Medicines, including. those recog- 
nized in the Pharmacopeeias of the United States 
and Great Britain. By Alfred Stzllé,M.D., LL.D., 
Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine 
and of Clinical Medicine in the University of Penn- 
sylvania; and Fohn M. Mazsch, Ph. D., Professor 
of Materia Medica and Botany in the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy, with 201 illustrations. Phila- 
delphia: Henry C. Lea. 1879. For sale by E. B. 
Smith & Co., Detroit, Mich. In sheep, $7.50 from 
the publishers. 

It would be a work of supererogation to under- 
take a review of any work from the pen of Prof. 
Stillé, let alone that of a dispensatory issued un- 
der his name. His treatment of the varied ma- 
terial that makes up a dispensatory is unique. 
The mineral and chemical remedies are separately 
discussed, under the different heads of “ Prepara- 
tion,” “Properties,” “Physiological Action,” 
“Tests,” ‘Pharmaceutical Uses and Prepara- 
tions,” and “ Medical Action and Uses ;” while the 
vegetable ones are described under the heads of 





“Origin,” “Description,” “Constituents,” and 
“ Medical Action and Uses.” 

The work is arranged alphabetically, and is a 
royal octavo of 1,628 pages, illustrated by 201 
wood cuts. The appendix has a complete table 
of maximum doses, based’ upon Table A of the 
Pharmacopeeia Germanica, 1872, giving both the 
gram and grain dose, and a table of weights and 
measures rendered in the metric, with rules and 
tables for converting apothecaries’ weights and 
measures into their respective equivalents in me- 
tric terms for medical and pharmaceutical pur- 
poses, and suggestions for writing metric prescrip- 
tions, and a list of reagents employed in chemi- 
cal testing. 

The general index is copious, as is also the 
index of Therapeutics, which is given alpha- 
betically. Some of the “new remedies” do not 
appear in the work, perhaps, for the reason 
they have not been christened “officinal.” We 
hope they will not be omitted in the next 
edition, as some of them are of equal, if not of 
greater therapeutical effect than many of those 
given. 

We quote from the preface: “That they have 
wholly accomplished their object the authors do 
not venture to claim; but they can say that years 
of constant labor have been devoted to the task 
of producirg a work to which the inquirer may re- 
fer with the certainty of finding everything which 
experience has stored up as worthy of confidence 
in the subjects embraced within its scope.” 

We commend this work to the pharmacist and 
physician as of the greatest value, and which when 
obtained will not be parted with without regret. 


A Clinical Treatise on Diseases of the Liver, 
by Dr. Fried. lheod. Frerichs, Professor of Clin- 
ical Medicine in the University of Berlin, etc.; 
Medical or Privy Counsel and Medical Advisor to 
the Ministers of Public Instruction and Medicine 
at Berlin. In three volumes. Vol. 1, translated 
by Charles Murchison, M. D., F. R. C P., Physi- 
cian to the London Fever Hospital, Lecturer on 
Pathological Anatomy and Assistant Physician at 
the Middlesex Hospital. New York: Wm. Wood 
& Co., 27 Great James street. 1879. This is vol- 
ume III of the series of Wood’s Medical Library, 
and in paper, type and binding is the counterpart 
of the volumes already issued, fully carrying out 
the promise of the publishers. This is a transla- 
tion from the second edition of the German work, 
issued in March, 1858, and was translated in 1860 
for the New Sydenham Society by Dr. Murchison. 

The present volume, after the chapter of introduc- 
tion, takes up (2) The relative size and weight of 
the liver in health and disease. (3) The same in 
its morbid conditions and of their diagnostic value. 
(4) Jaundice. (5) Suppression of the function of the 
liver—-alcoholia and its consequences. (6) Chronic 
atrophy; and (7) The fatty liver, with an appendix. 
A few colored figures representing the crystalline 
forms presented by leucine and tyrosine form the 
frontispiece to this translation. To quote from 
the preface of the author, “ The difficulties which 
surround the pathology of the liver are well known. 
The minute structure and the physiological func- 
tions of this gland are only partially understood, 
and it is only in recent years that some light has 
been thrown upon its relations to the metamorpho- 
ses of matter within the body. 

A large proportion of the abnormal conditions of 
the liver give rise to marked derangement of the 
bodily functions obvious to the eye, but they produce 
alterations in the animal economy which do not 
declare themselves in a prominent manner until 
they have reached a certain height, Hence in hepatic 
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diseases we do not always expect to meet with 


| 
| the tinct. pip. cubebe, and although he formerly 


accurately defined symptoms such as we are wont | opposed injections, he now thinks them advisable, 
to observe in affections of the lungs, heart and | but they should be used much milder than usually 


brain, etc. This volume is illustrated, in addition | 
tothe frontispiece, with thirty wood cuts. Frerich’s | 
on the liver is the most comprehensive of any | 


of the works that has come under our own personal 
observation, and we have found it a valuable aid in 
the treatment and management of diseases of the 
liver. For sale by E. B. Smith & Co., Detroit. 


Annual Report of the Operations of the United 
States Life-Saving Service, for the Year ending 
June 30, 1878.—Washington : Government Print- 
ing Office. Sumner I. Kiméall, General Superin- 
tendent ;- Wm. D. O'Connor, Assistant General 
Superintendent. 

This service is divided into ten districts, each 
under an assistant inspector, who reports his do- 
ings to the General Superintendent. The follow- 
ing statistics will give some idea of the service : 

“It appears from the reports of the officers of 
the several districts that there have been during 
the year, within the limits of the operations of the 
service, 171 disasters to vessels. There were on 
board these vessels 1,557 persons. ‘The estimated 
value of the vessels is $1,879,063, and that of their 
cargoes $745,672, making a total value of the prop- 
erty involved $2,624,735. The number of lives 
saved was 1,331, and the number lost 226. Of the 
latter number 183 perished in the disasters to the 
United States steamer Huron and the steamship 


Metropolis—g8 in the former, and 85 in the latter. | 


The number of shipwrecked persons sheltered and 
succored at the stations during the year was 423; 
the total number of days’ relief afforded them 
being 849. The total value of property saved is 
estimated at $1,097,375, and the amount lost at 
$1,527,360. The number of disasters involving 
the total loss of vessels and cargoes was 59. The 
surf-boat was used 114 times, 189 trips being 
made with it; the self-righting and self-bailing 
life-boat 14 times, 18 trips being made. The 
breeches-buoy was employed twice, making nine 
passages. The mortar was used on Io occasions, 
27 shots being fired. On one occasion the Merri- 
man or Paul Boynton life-suit was used, and the 
heaving stick was thrown once. On different occa- 
sions many persons were drawn ashore by hand, or 
by lines thrown to them.” 

The mariner who spends his time on the waters, 
and by paying his hospital fees becomes a ward 
of the government, should be protected not only 
in his illness, but from shipwreck, and the life- 
saving service should be amply provided for by 
the general government. 


Lectures on Practical Surgery, by H. H. Toland, 
M. D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of 
Clinical Surgery in the Medical Department of the 
University of California. Second edition ; illustrated. 
Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1879. 

This work on surgery is one of the productions 
of the golden State, and is a decided credit to its 
author. It is composed of the lectures given in 
course, and as such is systematic and original, and 
although delivered in a city that but a few years 
ago was only a hamlet on the Pacific coast, it 
demonstrates the fact that science and learning are 
not encircled by geographical limits. 

_ The work must be a valuable one to those prac- 
ticing west of the Rocky Mountains, as its thera- 
peutics are more applicable to that climate. 

The writer clings to many of the good things of 
the older writers, and does not discard blood let- 
ting simply because it is not fashionable to bleed. 

In the treatment of gonorrhoea he adheres to 








advocated. 

The illustrations are most of them new, and are 
a part of the text, and present the novelty of not 
being the hackneyed ones found generally in all 
eastern and European works on the science and 
practice of surgery. If we have any fault to find 


| it would be in the author’s prescriptions, as some 
| of them are so composite in their character that it 


would be strange if some one of the articles did not 
hit. 

The author deals in practical surgery and has 
left the theoretical part. to writers who have more 
time to indulge in matters that are only specula- 
tive in character and are more apt to mislead than 
to instruct. The typography and paper are a credit 
to its publishers. For sale in Detroit by Arnold 
& Willyoung. Price, cloth, $4; sheep, $5. 


Clinical Lectures on Diseases Peculiar to Wo- 


|men, by Lombe Atthill, M. D., University of Dub- 


lin; Master of the Rotunda Hospital, Dublin; Sur- 


|geon to the Adelaide Hospital; Ex-President of 


the Dublin Obstetrical Society, etc. Fifth edition, 
revised and enlarged, with illustrations. Philadel- 
phia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1879. 

The author informs his readers that in issuing 
this edition of his lectures he endeavors to furnish 
practitioners and students, within the limits of a 
moderate sized volume, such an account of the 
diseases peculiar to women, verified by his own 
personal experience, as would meet their wants. 

This is really a practical work on gynecology, 
concise and intensely readable. The chapter on 
“Changes in Fibroid Tumors” is made valuable 
by his experience on the hypodermic use of ergot, 
and in that of chronic endometritis he does not 
hesitate to give credit to our own gynecologists, 
Drs. Sims and T. Gaillard Thomas. A work that is 
indorsed by the Odstetrical Fournal of Great 
Britain and Ireland, the American Fournal of 
Obstetrics and the London Lancet, cannot be any- 
thing less than a first class work on the subject 
upon which it treats. It is especially valuable to 
the young practif#oner, as it brings within his reach 
that information he can readily apply, and the dif- 
ferent diseases are so abundantly illustrated by 
cases that to read it is almost to attend a practical 
clinic. For sale in Detroit by Arnold & Willyoung. 
Price, $2.25. 


Lecture Notes on Chemical Physiology and 
Pathology, by Vzctor C. Vaughn, M.D., Ph. D., 
Lecturer on Medical Chemistry in the University 
of Michgian, author of “ Asteology and Myology of 
the Domestic Fowl,” “Charts for the Analysis of 
Abnormal Urine,” and “A New Method of De- 
tecting and Separating Arsenic, Antimony and 
other Poisons,” etc. Second edition, revised and 
enlarged. Ann Arbor: Ann Arbor Printing and 
Publishing Company. 1879. It can be obtained 
through E. B. Smith & Co., Detroit. 

These notes have been especially prepared for the 
use of the students of the author, and embrace the 
work done by them. The author first takes up 
the subject of the digestion, gives an analysis of 
the saliva, gastric juice, bile, pancreatic juice, in- 
testinal juice, the faces, blood, epithelial tissue, 
elastic and connective tissue, fat, muscular tissue, 
nervous tissue and the urine. The latter subject 
takes up over one-half the work and is exhaustive 
in its character in a chemico-physiological point of 
view; the work closing with an examination of 
the urine by means of the microscope and its path- 
ological indication. The work is worthy of its 
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talented author, and vice versa. We cannot rec- 
ommend it too highly for the purpose for which it 
was written. 


Cases of Sudden Death of Puerperal Women. 
From the author. The above was the subject of 
the address delivered before the Section of Obstet- 
rics and Diseases of Women and Children of the 
American Medical Association, Buffalo, January 
5th, 1878, by its chairman, Dr. Edward W. Fenks, 
of Detroit. Extracted from the minutes. 

The author gives as some of the causes, viz.: 
Diseases of the circulatory system pertaining to the 
heart chiefly; diseases of the arteries—septicemia 
—introducing air into the uterine veins; tetanus 
and puerperal convulsions. These are the chief, 
although, of course, there are many others not ne- 
cessary to enumerate. For sale by E. B. Smith & 
Co., Detroit. 


The Home Journal, increased in size, improved 
in quality, reduced in cost.. The best literary and 
society paper in America. This marked gain to 
the subscriber the publishers are gratified to be 
able to make without loss to themselves by reason 
of the present large circulation of the paper. In 
the same direction they count on still greater ad- 


vantages to their subscribers, constantly increasing | 


the value of the paper and reducing the price, 
thus keeping it in the future, as it has been in the 
past, the choicest and cheapest exponent of culture 
in the land. Terms, free of postage: The Home 
Journal, one copy, one year, $2; three copies, one 
year, $5; six copies, one year, $9. Morris Phillips 
& Co., 3 Park Place, New York. 


Gardner’s Monthly and Horticulturist.—Edited 
by Thomas Meehan. April, 1879. Published by 





(April, 1899 





Charles H. Narcot, 314 Chestnut street, Philadel- 


phia. Terms $2.10 per year, postage paid. 

This magazine, as its name implies, is devoted 
to the science of horticulture. Judging from its 
contents and a perusal of its columns, it is fully 
up to the times. There is nothing more beautiful 
than flowers, and a taste for them is one of the 
best evidences of refinement. A pot of daisies in 
the window of the poor speaks for that household 
louder than the greenhouse of the rich. No one 
can be really bad that loves flowers. 


The Transactions—lIs the title of a new bi- 
monthly, published in the interest of the Ma- 
honing County Medical Association. Henry G, 
Cornwell, M. D., editor, Youngstown, Ohio. 5ocents 
a year, to cover the cost of publication; 14 pages, 

The profession of Mahoning county intend to let 
the rest of the world know what they are about, 
and take this means to inform them. The idea 
is a good one, and we wish the society and the 
editor of its transactions all the success imaginable, 


The Treatment of the Genito-Urinary Organs, 
The Use of Electricity, Damiana, etc., by Fohn F. 
Caldwell, M. D., Baltimore, Md. Reprint from 
the St. Louzs Medical and Surgical Fournail, St. 
Louis, Mo., with compliments of the author. 

This pamphlet is a résumé of four cases of 


| “ reduced sexual powers,” and four cases of “ sper- 


matorrheea,” treated by the author with the fluid 
extract of damiana in large doses, with great suc- 
cess. The writer has great confidence in this 
remedy and recommends it highly. 


The Doctor.—By Azken Heart,M.D. From the 
American Observer office, Detroit, Mich. An 
amusing poetical effusion. 








Proceedings 


of Societies. 





Proceedings of the Wayne County 
Medical Society. 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, November 1, 1877. 


Dr. Richards. A young lady aged 20 years 
walked to the store in the morning, not having pre- 
viously complained particularly, but soon after, 
being unable to stand up, fell to the floor and was 
taken home. The physician who was called pre- 
scribed, gave a favorable prognosis, left, but re- 
turned again soon, just in time to see her die. He 
regarded it congestion of the lungs. There was 
much difficulty in breathing, but no cough. Con- 
siderable slimy mucus, untinged with blood, oozed 
from the mouth and nostrils. The corpse was re- 
markably white, and the cause of the very sudden 
death not very obvious. 

Dr. Lyster. Mrs. M. R., a colored woman aged 
77 years, was married at 19 and has had fourteen liv- 
ing children and two miscarriages. She has always 
been up one week after confinement. Her menses 
ceased at 55 but re-appeared fourteen years after 
(69), and have continued regular ever since, about 
eight years. She was born in Toronto, and her 
mother had fifteen children and lived to 110 years. 

Dr. Gustin saw a woman who ceased to menstru- 
rate at 40, remenstruated from 60 to 80 and died 
at go years. She had four children. 

W. H. Rouse, M. D., 
Secretary. 





STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, Nov. 15th, 1877. 


Dr. Mulheron reported a case in which a man 
had violent delirium with pneumonia. The right 
lung cleared up nearly—the left remained solidi- 
fied. After some time pointing occurred over the 
shoulder and the part was opened with a bistoury, 
which afforded considerable relief, but no perma- 
nent benefit was promised. About a pint of pusa 
day is being discharged, yet the disease seems 
stationary and the patient is gaining flesh. 

Dr. Brodie exhibited a foetus from a female who 
was unwell on the 9th of last August. 

Dr. Davenport reported a case of miscarriage 
where the foetus and membranes came away to- 
gether, in which there were very severe after-pains. 

Dr. Rouse attended a woman who had suffered 
intense after-pains with her three last accouch- 
ments—-the first labors were not attended with after- 
pains. This woman is above the average size, 
strong and healthy, and her labors were easy and 
normal. There is no obvious cause for such se- 
vere suffering. 

Dr. Mulheron, usually gives a dose of ergot near 
the close of the second stage of labor to guard 
against after-pains. Four-grain doses of quinine 
will often act very favorably in quieting those pains. 

Dr. Brodie gives morphine, and occasionally 
whisky, to quiet after-pains. Many cases can 
be readily relieved by placing the patient on her side. 

W. H. Rousg, M. D., 
Secretary. 
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STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, Dec. 7th, 1877. 


Dr. Brodie read a paper on “Opium in Labor,” 
of which the following is an abstract: 


“In making some remarks on the subject of 
opium | will confine myself to its value in the de- 
arument of obstetrics. You are all well aware 
that from the commencement of gestation to the 
close of labor, and even until the puerperal state is 
entirely closed, the human female suffers more or 
less from either nervous irritability or pain. The 
former, having varying causes, may be relieved by 
varying remedies, but pain, pure and unadulter- 
ated, can be safely met by only opium or its salts 

“Gestation being completed, then the uterus be- 
gins to expel its contents. The os rebels and remains 
closed, the pain unendurable, temporarily subsiding, 
only to be renewed. What then is the remedy: 
Opium! Give the patient from a sixth to a fourth 
of a grain of morphia. The pain is subdued, 
the patient obtains rest. Is labor delayed? No! 
The unruly os, yielding to the sedative influence. 
gently yields, the mucous secretion of the vagina 
is increased, the water quietly descends, the mem- 
branes rupture, and without much further pain the 
infant is born and the mother relieved. This is no 
fancy sketch, and in my opinion is the true treat- 
ment in all cases of early painful labor. I have 
often found that it proved the labor spurious anc 
that the time had not expired, thus relieving both 
patient and physician from endless waiting. It is 
the great sheet anchor in quieting these imitating 
and obn+xious pains commonly known as after- 
pains, for which I can find no certain substitute 
Itis the sheet anchor in puerperal peritonitis, for 
without it any hope of recovery is almost fu- 
tile. I make it a constant rule as soon as the 
placenta is delivered to give my patient a portion 
of morphia sufficient to produce rest, and in no 
case have I found it to interfere with the proper 
contraction of the uterus, or increase the hemor- 
thage; neither does it interfere with the natural se- 
cretion of the milk, but, instead, has a catholic in- 
fluence in preventing the caking of the breast and 
consequent inflammation and _ suppuration. | 
deem it far preferable to chloroform in tedious and 
painful labor, especially when the forceps have to 
be used, thus avoiding the discomforts of both 
nausea and vomiting, and their sequelz. In fact, | 
consider opium or its salt, morphia, the principal 
drug in the armamentarium of the obstetrician 
During the last stage of labor I have found the free 
use of cold water taken internally to act as efficiently 
as ergot in stimulating sluggish pain, and without 
the danger that often follows the use of that valu- 
able drug.” 


Dr. Richards. Morphine is useful in the first 
stages of labor, especially when the pains are irreg- 
ular, but should not be given in the third stage. 

Dr. Leonard. Salts of opium, while useful to 
control nervous excitement and after-pains, may 
be given in quantities sufficient to deleteriously 
affect the child. 

Dr. Book. Opium seems to diminish the ten- 
dency to flowing and after-pains, and is often given 
in too small doses. 

Dr. Davenport prefers chloral hydrate during 
labor and Dover’s powder to quiet nervous excite- 
ment and after-pains. 

_ Dr. Klein gives morphine to control aggravating, 
ineffectual pains, nervousness and after-pains. He 
as never known it to injure the child. 

Dr. Mulheron prefers chloral hydrate to opium 
to relieve nervous suffering during labor. Opium 
8 of great service in distinguishing true from false 
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pains—the false being relieved while the true are 
unaffected—in relieving physician and friends of 
anxiety, and in sustaining the reputation of the 
accoucheur among the wise ones who are usually 
present on these important occasions. 
W. H. RousE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, Dec. 20th, 1877. 

Dr. Leonard. A lady aged 40 years has heen 
troubled with palpitation of the heart, since pu- 
berty—her 13th year—it coming on at irregular 
intervals of three to eight weeks, usually at night 
and during her best health. It does not occur 
luring menstruation, during poor health, with de- 
pression of spirits, nor with excitement. The 
pulse becomes very irregular, varying from total 
cessation to more than two hundred pulsations per 
ninute, and at times not perceptible at the wrist. 
he change in the number of pulsations is re- 
narkably rapid, and the action of the heart at 
times becomes very violent and painful. Sleep 
causes the heart to stop acting. ‘The extremities 
ire cold. She usually teels quite well when these 
attacks subside, but in this instance the trouble 
lasted sixteen hours, and left the patient very much 
prostrated. This woman suffers at times from 
pain in the back of her head, which is supposed to 
aiise from cerebritis, or cerebro-spinal meningitis, 
from which she was afflicted some time ago. Her 
father, after he was thirteen years old, was simi- 
arly affected. 

Gave morphine, digitalis and chloroform, with- 
nut benefit. She receives most benefit from ce- 
reus. 

Dr. Lyster has seen this patient, and observed 
the pulsations change from 220 to 75 per minute 
almost instantly. The extremities are usually 
cold. Believes these attacks due to nervous diffi- 
culty or hysteria; possibly to some uterine dis- 
ease, 

Dr. Richards has seen a similar case, in which 
the attack appeared to be due to the food the pa- 
tient had eaten. 

Dr. Brodie. This case of palpitation is proba- 
bly due to some disease of the nerves, and quinine 
and chloroform internally are indicated. 

Dr. Greer. A lady had a miscarriage, and in 
about one week afterwards some hemorrhage. In 
about two weeks more she was taken with very se- 
vere pain and tenderness in the knee—possibly 
hysterical, as her tendencies in this direction are 
very marked. The difficulty soon subsided. 

Dr. Rouse. A lady, aged 56 years, who had suf- 
fered from disease of the heart and dropsy for 
some time, one Sunday, a few weeks ago, had se- 
vere pain in the head, especially in the left side. 
The right side of the body became paralyzed. She 
lived three days in this condition, dying on Wednes- 
day morning. The trouble was probably due to 
embolism in the encephalon, but a fost-mortem 
was not permitted to confirm the diagnosis. 

Dr. Gustin. A child three or four months old 
fell from its carriage, twisting its neck. It soon 
became cheerful, but the next day it would not 
take its food. Its respirations when first seen 
were 75 per minute. They soon increased to 115, 
and the child died. 

W. H. ROUusE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, Jan. 3d, 1878. 


Dr. Lyster read a paper on “ Mineral Waters 
and their Therapeutic Uses.” These waters are 
held in higher repute among the people than by 
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the profession. The waters are generally used 
both externally and internally, and at the springs 
whence they issue, and not a little benefit arises 
from their free use. This, with the relaxation 
from business, change of scenes and habits, etc., 
is the chief source of the benefit to be de- 
rived from many of the mineral springs. The 
waters which contain salines and sulphur have 
real therapeutic value. Among those of Michigan 
of this class may be mentioned Mt. Clemens, Red- 
ford and Springwells. Bethesda water has been 
used with benent in albuminuria, diabetes, and ca- 
tarrh of the bladder. 

Samples of various kinds of mineral waters, 
such as Redford, Vichy, Apollinaris, Hunyadi- 
Janos, Saratoga, etc., kindly supplied by McMil- 
lan & Co., of this city, were presented for inspec- 
tion. 

Dr. Richards. Much of the benefit of mineral 
waters arises-from the increased quantity used. 

Dr. Brodie has used Apollinaris water with 
much benefit in the convalescent stages of fevers. 
Some of the mineral waters are excellent elimina- 
tives. 

Dr. Klein. Mineral waters without gambling 
do not seem so efficacious as others; hence, the 
associations probably do more good than the 
springs. 

Prof. Dunster spoke very favorably of mineral 
waters as eliminatives, and thought they were too 
little used in the west. The Germans place a 
much higher value on mineral waters than the 
Americans. In New York, however, their use is 
carried to an extreme. Some of the artificial min- 
eral waters, which usually contain more carbonic 
acid than the natural, produce better results than 
the water from the springs. Apollinaris and Hun- 
yadi-Janos, which contain salts in considerable 
quantities, are valuable aperients; Vichy is useful 
in catarrh of the bladder; the saline waters are 
beneficial in female diseases, and the Saratoga as 
an eliminative. 

Dr. Mulheron saw a child three or four months 
old taken with convulsions, due apparently to indi- 
gestion. The tonsils were swollen, and the child 
was very nervous. On attempting to examine the 
tonsils, convulsions came on, the pupils dilated, 
and for three or four minutes life seemed extinct. 
It finally gasped and recovered, but another attempt 
to see the tonsils was followed by similar results. 
The child died in convulsions that night. 

Dr. Lyster saw a child aged seven months who 
had persistent vomiting for a day and a night, 
retrocession of a rash, supposed to have been 
specific, and constipation of the bowels. It had 
one hundred and fifty slight convulsions, in none 
of which was consciousness entirely lost. Three 
drops tincture of opium, increased to four, were 
given, blisters applied behind the ears, and tur- 
pentine to the back. The next day calomel and 
Dover’s powder were given, and the bowels moved. 
The child had no teeth. It recovered, but the 
right side was partially paralyzed. 

W. H. RousE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, January 17th, 1878. 


Dr. Snow reported that a number of cases of 
fever had occurred in his neighborhood, attended 
with a typhoid condition of the system and much 
pain in the back and head, somewhat resembling 
cerebro-spinal meningitis. The fever is remittent, 
but quinine is injurious except as a tonic in con- 
valescence. 

About twenty cases of scarlatina have occurred 
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in his vicinity during the past year. The dis- 
ease started near a pond of. stagnant water, and 
most of the cases near this pond were severe, while 
elsewhere they were very light. 

The drinking water is from wells which vary 
much in depth. On the sand hills, which have a 
substratum of clay, the water is good and easily 
obtained at twelve to twenty feet, while on the 
clay soil the wells are from eighty to one hundred 
feet deep, and the water not unusually contains 
sulphur. The Redford well is two hundred feet 
deep, and its water is similar to that of Mt. Cle- 
mens, but of only about half the strength. 

Dr. Brodie—There have been a number of cases 
of fever in the city like those reported by Dr. Snow. 
This fever which he calls nervous is remittent, con- 
tinues about three weeks and will not bear quinine. 


W. H. ROusE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, February 7, 1878. 
Dr. Leonard read the following paper on 


AGAMA GENESIS. 


The mysteries of life-generation, be they animal 
or vegetable, are replete with interest to the careful 
investigator. 

Omne vivum ex ovo was a truism of the great 
Harvey. Agassiz, catching the inspiration and en- 
thusiasm of this old and patient investigator, car- 
ried the physiological theorem still farther into the 
mysteries of life germination, and felt bold to say 
omne vivum ex cellula, for he showed that the egg 
itself could take on life only as the germinal vesicle 
would respond to cellular multiplication through its 
original vesicular segmentation. 

This is probably the ultimatum of life generation, 
so far at least, as the present school of scientists 
will be able to discover its occult mysteries. 

Our purpose, though, this evening is to call atten- 
tion to agama genesis now constantly at work, not 
only within us, but around us on every side. 

The living cellular development of all animal tis- 
sues, without sexual cellular contact, is a fact so 
well known that, were it not for the fact of its be- 
ing the first round in the ladder of agama-genesis, 
it would be too familiar to need a notice from me, 
The birth of blood corpuscles belongs to this base 
round of this anomalous system of generation. 
A step higher, and we come to birth, by fission, 
and germination, no sexual contact being needed 
in either case. Possibly the whole blood corpuscle 
belongs to a position in the ascending scale ahead 
of this. It (the corpuscle) certainly has within 
itself the germs, if not the full grown faculty, of in- 
dependent motion, as shown in its amoeboid move- 
ments. A young micro-physiological professor of 
my acquaintance goes so far as to believe in the 
classifying of these corpuscles among the omzinal 
parasites. Not, however, as a true parasite, but 
yet markedly parasitoid—to allow me to coin a new 
word—in their nature. The same has also been 
brought quite prominently forward in my own mind; 
though it is so foreign to the usually accepted notion 
of these cells that I have questioned the propriety of 
even introducing it here lest I might be misunder- 
stood. 

Ascending one step farther the ladder, and we 
come to the lowest order of our polyps. These 
you will admit are distinctively true animals-+for 
we wish to discard the discussion of vegetable 
growths entirely). And yet, they are really a set 
of queer fellows so far as the propagation of their 
species is concerned. The medusz and some of 
the infusoria grow another of their like and kindred 
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from their stalks or bodies even, and this gemi- 
niparous production is as distinctly a new individual 
as the son or daughter is in the human family. 
Oftentimes these budded polyps, medusz or infu- 
soria will leave the parent growth, and take on sep- 


arate and complete independent existence. All of 


our vast coral reefs, plabeous—as a notable in- 
stance, the State of Florida—have been built up 
by just this kind of non-sexual, or sexually inde- 
pendent generation. In no case has there been a 
fructifying spermatazoon brought into contact with 
an ovum or germinal vesicle. 

In this same great class of animal life we find 
another peculiar form of generation, and one 
equally independent of all sexual contact or fructi- 


. fication. This is fission or fissiparous reproduction. 


This is not so wide-spread as that from germina- 
tion just described; yet it is by no means so very 
uncommon among the lower orders. It begins by 
a little cleft-like formation on the surface of the 
body of the parent, which gradually goes on in- 
creasing in depth and extent about the surface of 
the polyp, until the internal organs are doubled, 
then divided, and finally a new individual clings to 
the parent stock, and it is impossible to distinguish 
the parent from the offspring. What is a singular 
feature of the case, it makes no difference in which 
direction of the parent polyp, whether crosswise of, 
or perpendicular to, its body, the fission is made; 
the result of the process will always be two distinct 
and perfect individuais. In some species, the par- 
amecia for instance, this fissiparous reproduction is 
quite rapid; they cut themselves in two three or 
four times a day, so that it is possible for the 
same individual to be instrumental in the birth of 
eight similar ones by the, seemingly, suicidal policy 
of cutting itself asunder half that many times. 

There is a rudimentary exhibit of this gemina- 
tive law in animals of a much higher order—aye, 
even in man. Youcut a limb from a spider, or 
crab, and he stumps it around, but for a short time. 
He scorns the assistance of an orthopedical me- 
chanician, for in due time nature has given him 
as useful a member as he had before calamity over- 
took him. Often when caught in some snare, 
they will, of their own volition, dismember them- 
selves, so little do they regard the loss of a leg. 
Cut the arm from a star-fish, and should he shortly 
come to you when you are blindfolded, and ask 
how many arms he holds up, and you answer four, 
he would assuredly know you were properly hood- 
winked for the mysterious “sons of Malta,’’ for 
he would present you with his original five. Step 
on the tail of a lizard, crushing it from its body 
to-day, and when he comes around again, he has 
another one ready for you to amputate. Destroy 
what little good looks a salamander has, by mash- 
ing off one side of his face and head, also gouging 
out an eye, and it won't be long before he will 
have two jowls to pout at you, and two eyes with 
which to shun your footsteps in the future. 

In man you burn, you break, or exert your power, 
separate, divide nerves or tendons, and new similar 
elements take their place; all akin to the fissipara- 
tion of our polypoid and infusorial friends. 

Returning now to our lower order of acquain- 
tances, we find still a third variety of reproduction, 
anameless one however, and one that sexual contact 
or agency, is foreign to, as in the cases previously 
given. It is this: cut a polyp, or even an individual 
from one of the much higher orders, as the com- 
mon earth-worm of our ammnelides, into several 
pieces, and what is the result? Why, that you 
soon have as many perfect beings as you had pieces 
of one only a short time before. 

Here, then, we have three distinct form of agama- 
Seneszs, and still there is a fourth form of reproduc- 
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tion, which is common to all these peculiar ani- 
mals—that of reproduction from impregnated ova. 
The common fresh-water hydra uses either the 
geminiparous, or ovulatory form, the vorticella, of 
the infusoria, all of the different forms just given, 
for propagating its species. 


Ascending a step higher in the scale, and we 
come to consider the development of our tape- 
worms. Without giving any prolix statement 
of their development by the system known as 
“alternate-generation,” we will briefly trace the 
growth of one through its various stages. A rat 
dies, infected with this parasite—for authority now 
ascribes to this rodent the “first cause” of the 
disease in man—is eaten by our not over-clean* 
friend, the hog. In his (the hog’s) stomach, the 
eggs contained in the ovary of each proglottis, or 
link—for each link is a separate and distinct indi- 
vidual—take on development, resulting in a small 
hooked spherical body, that is carried throughout 
the body of the hog by means of the circulation, 
into which fluid it has wedged its way, using its 
hooks as levers. With the same instruments it 
works its way through the arterial coatings into 
the muscular tissues, herein becoming encysted 
through its irritating policy upon the contiguous 
muscular elements ; for they, in self-defense, throw 
out calcareous atoms, about the intruder. In this 
state it is a perfect non-sexual being. The hog is 
then killed, its flesh but partially cooked, is eaten 
by man, when the encysted cystzcercus, freed from 
its calcareous tomb, begins to take on develop- 
ment, bya sort of germinative growth from the 
head, or scolex, thus having fastened itself near 
the outlet of the stomach, to the mucous membrane 
of the intestine by its hooks. The bladder-wall of 
the cysticecus becomes gradually narrowed and 
elongated, until it finally is not much larger than a 
cambric needle. It then gradually widens six or 
eight inches down from the attached head, becomes 
firmly and fairly striated, until a positive link is 
developed. All this while it is absolutely a non- 
sexual individual. After a time the series of con- 
catenated proglottides begin, severally, to show 
signs of sexual development, and a little farther 
along down the worm, the male sexual apparatus 
becomes perfected. As the link still progresses in 
age, the ovary is developed, with other feminine 
organs, and you have a sexually mature being of 
the true type of hermaphrodite—one capable of 
self-impregnation. This, then, is the history of the 
tenia solium. You have three stages of perfect 
non-sexuality in as many distinct beings offering 
it a living place, and with no chance of fecunda- 
tion, were it sexual, yet producing perfect (in their 
way) males, in the first stage of existence, and 
perfect hermaphrodites in a later one. 


The history of the tape-worm from beef (the do- 
thinocephalus latus) is exactly similar. Taking 
another species of tape-worm, the fenza perfo- 
/iata, of the horse, and we find a still more won- 
derful plan of sexual development. The same 
three stages of alternate generation must be gone 
through with as in the fenza solium,; but when 
the worm begins to mature sexually, we find the 
head, a non-sexual being, developing the first 22 
segments of itself—though each segment is a 
perfect individual—as 4z-sexual beings, while the 
following 23 segments are sexually fema/es, the 
male generative apparatus becoming completely 
absorbed. 


Ascending our agama-generic ladder a round 
higher, and we come to our silk-worms. When 
Castellet informed Reaumur that he had reared 
perfect silk-worms from the eggs of a virgin moth, 
the great physicist incredulously remarked, Ex 7z- 
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hilo nihil fit; and yet the fact of being now able to 
do as Castellet affirmed is universally admitted. 

Ascending still another round, we come to our 
fresh-water snail family. The great conchologist, 
Spallanzani, long ago announced that it was pos- 
sible to keep the temale young of the common 
marsh-snail, a/udina vivipara (so called because 
it brings forth its young alive) separate and apart 
from a// sexual influences, and yet it will bring 
forth perfectly developed beings of its kind (fe- 
males). 

While speaking of snails we will also introduce 
a peculiar generative feature of some of the land 
species. Some are hermaphrodites (bi-sexual), 
and yet are incapable of auto-fecundation. It 
takes a copulative union of two individuals to per- 
fect fertility. And, what is the most wonderful 
feature of the case is that the same individual is 
both active and passive in the single sexual en- 
counter; that is, z¢ zs fecundating and being fe- 
cundated at one and the same time. In other 
words, it is the mother to the progeny it will soon 
bear, and father to the progeny its sexually em- 
braced companion will bear; its mate being the 
father to its family. 


As we are so closely upon our family of mol- 
lusks, 1 might with propriety spend a few words 
upon our royal friend, the ‘rollicking’ oyster. 
Sexually, it is a complete duality, being a perfect 
hermaphrodite. It is at one and the same act 
auto-fecundating and auto-fecundated. Our pro- 
fessional friends who have so much praised the 


gustatory savor of a fat and juicy Miss or Mrs. | 
Oyster, will please bear in mind hereafter that their | 
savory friend is just as much an oysterial Falstaff, | 


with a belly full of sac. (This may spoil, some- 
what, the romance about a “ saddle rock,” but 
we can’t help it.) 

Still ascending another stage in the agama- 
generic series, we come to our bee families. In 


these, as for instance, our common honey bee (af<s | 


melitfica) it is found that the fruit of the unim- 
pregnated ova of the queen results in a “drone”’ 
(a perfect male) and a drone a/ways. This cu- 
rious fact was first noticed by a Silesian clergy- 
man, Zierzon. Baron van Werlepsch, doubting 


the assertion of this Silesian, made a special study | 


of the bee, and was finally forced to believe the 
wonderful assertion of Zierzon. Our great Ger- 
man naturalist, Siebold, then took hold of the sub- 


ject, and with him his no less illustrious contem- | 


porary, Leuchart, and they both gave it long and 
careful experimental research, reaching the follow- 
ing conclusions: 
terous insects are capable of producing /eréz/e 
offspring wzthout fecundation. But these unfe- 
cundated eggs produce mades, and males only. 
The scientific term for this virgin-male genesis is 
arrhenotoky. 


Siebold did not let his labors rest here; but 
carrying his investigations among the phyllopods, 
one of our crustaceans, found a counterpart gen- 
eration of the bee among them. For therein 
the virgin females produce sexually perfect /e- 
males, and females only; and for several genera- 
tions successively these females produced of a 
virgin mother will, virginally, rear ¢hezy female off- 
spring. This form of agama-geneszs is known as 


thelytoky. 
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To give, now, a tabulated résumé of the genetic 
ground we have canvassed, we find : 

1. A non-sexual body producing by segmentation 
and fission other similar non-sexual forms. 

2. An animal without sexual contact, producing, 
y gemination, others of its kind. 

3. An animal without sexual contact producing 
y fissiparation, others of its kind. 

4. An animal by being severed in pieces—surely 
no sexual contact here !—will produce from each 
| piece an individual in all ways similar to, and per- 
| fect as, the parent before mutilation. 

5. The second, third and fourth classes just given 
may all spring from matured ova. 

6. A non-sexual being going through three dis- 
| tinct stages (in as many individuals) of non-sexual 
| life at last producing offspring that are non-sexual 
(males), and then finally bisexual (hermaphrodites). 

A variety under this head. Another non-sexual 
individual produces, first, a mono-sexual progeny 
(males), and finally, females. 

7. The eggs of a virgin moth will develop into 
| perfect individuals—silk-worms. 

8. Hermaphrodites, fecundating and fecundated 
| at the same congress. 
| g. A virgin producing males, and males only. 
| ro. A virgin producing females, and females 
only. 
| «1. A virgin producing viviparously at living 
| birth sexually perfect individuals. 
| Well, gentlemen, here is quite an array of facts 
that powerfully demonstrates that sexually males 
| are not of so very much account so far as they may 
be genetically considered, after all. And yet, while I 
would not predicate the entire worthlessness of 
| these organs that go to make a man a man, yet I 
| cannot forbear to cite an instance or so where a 
rubber syringe (a non-sexual being you must ad- 
| mit) has done more than a robust male with all his 
virility was capable of doing. Dr. J. Marion 
Sims, gentlemen, has had one successful case of 
conception, where, from malformation of the va- 
gina, it had been otherwise impossible for it to have 
taken place. The means he employed was to 
make an intra-uterine injection of the seminal 
| fluid which the husband had deposited in abun- 
| dance where the doctor could get hold of it. In 
this particular case but one-half drop of the fe- 
| cundating fluid was left in the uterine cavity. 

My old preceptor, Dr. G. C. E. Weber, has also 
had one successful case of this artificial impregna- 
tion of the human female. These two cases are 
| the only ones with which I am acquainted where 
|this form of impregnation has been made. But 
| from these cases, although limited, I think we are 

warranted in assuming that it is possible (although 

| not altogether probable, when we take into consid- 
leration the natural propensities of the human 
race) that a virgin of the genus homo may show us 
the anomaly of virginal maternity. 


lb 


|b 





Dr. Beech, of Coldwater, reported a case in 
which a dog too young to eat flesh suffered from 
tape-worm, and though the dog lived for a number 
of years, it could never be induced to eat raw 
meat. 

Dr. Leonard. Eggs of tape-worm and other 
parasites are very common in hot-house vegetables. 

W. H. Rouse, M. D., 
Secretary. 
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COLLODIUM IODOFORMIATUM.—It is made by 
dissolving one part of iodoform in fifteen parts of 
flexible collodion. It was successfully used by 
Moleschott for alleviating intense pain caused by 
gouty swellings, in orchitis, glandular swellings, 
etc.—American Practitioner. 


CHLOROFORM NARCOSIS. — Wachsmuth, of | 
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| and for this purpose it was given to a large num-= 
| ber of patients in the medical wards. It was also 
| administered in a case of asthma. In the asth- 
matic patient no benefit was obtained, but in the 
phthisis cases considerable relief to the distressing 
cough was noticed in the majority of cases.— New 
| Remedzes. 


| CAMPHOR AS A HYPNOTIC.—Wittich has re- 
| peatedly administered camphor to relieve the in- 


| somnia which accompanies certain forms of mania, 


Berlin, asserts that much of the danger from the| hysterical insanity and hypochondria. He has 
administration of chloroform may be averted by | found that under such conditions camphor acts 
adding to it 20 percent of oil of turpentine, which, | much better than chloral, morphine or bromide of 


he says, stimulates the lungs and thus protects 
them against the great enemy of chloroform nar- 
cosis—pulmonary paralysis. 
News. 


PHOSPHORUS IN SCIATICA.—Dr, Volquardsen, | 


in a Pesth medical journal quoted by the London 
Medical Record, reports a case of sciatica which 
lasted for two years and defied all treatment. He 
then arrived at the idea of trying the internal use 
of phosphorus, which he prescribed in doses of fif- | 


| potassium. 
| jection. 


He administers it by hypodermic in- 
He dissolves it in olive oil, and the dose 


Louisville Medical\| which he recommends is from one to one and a 


quarter grains. Small doses are more certain to 
produce sleep than large doses. The sedative 
effect, as a rule, appears rapidly, and the sleep pro- 
| duced lasts several hours. The injection is to be 
repeated when the restlessness re-appears.— Your. 
de Med. de Bordeaux. 





POKE Root (Phytolacca).—Some think it is a 


teen milligrams (about one-fourth of a grain) three | specific for rheumatism, so I persuaded one of my 

’ Tr wad . | . ° - ¢ 
times a day. Three days sufficed to obtain a| patients to take it, twelve drops of the tincture 
marked improvement, and three weeks brought a/| three or four times a day, and she did so for ten 


complete cure. 


DEATH FROM CHLOROFORM need never occur, | 


days, and she got alarmingly worse in that length 
|oftime. I knowitdidheran injury. Her stomach 


| was in good condition, also her kidneys, and at the 


according to the doctrine of Syme, Lister and |end of the ten days she had no appetite, and the 
Hughes, if this simple rule be observed: ‘ Never | kidneys were quite inactive; the disease was in 
mind the pulse, never mind the heart, leave the pupil | her hands and feet only, but it went to the brain, 


to itself. Keep your eye on the breathing ; and if it 
becomes embarrassed to a grave extent, take an 
artery-forceps and pull the tongue well out.” Syme 
never lost a case from chloroform, although he 
gave it five thousand times; this simple rule 
enabled him (so he thought) to make this excellent 
record.— Lancet, 

VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM IN ABORTION AND 
MENORRHAGIA.—Dr. D. B. Nisbet, of Georgia. 
gave drachm doses of the tincture of vzburnum 
prunifolium to a pregnant woman who had suf- 


fered from an injury of the abdomen and was} 
This with | 


threatened with premature delivery. 
rest put an end to uterine contractions and gesta- 
tion was not inteprupted. In another case of ex- 
cessive menstrual flow, the use of the remedy, 
commencing two days before the discharge, ren- 
dered the flow normal in character.—New Aeme- 


dies. 


TREATMENT OF BURNS WITH BI-CARB. SOD. 
—Many of the journals of the day have allusions 
to the use of a solution of sodic bi-carbonate as 
alocal application to burned surfaces, however 
large. Some of their readers have tried solutions 
of varying strength, and not a few have written 
that they were disappointed. 

In order to produce the desired effect, it is ne- 
cessary to use a saturated solution, one pint to six, 
or thereabouts, and apply it on lint or other suit- 
able dressing. This, in many cases, gives almost 
instantaneous relief—Chécago Medical Fournal 
and Examiner. 

GRINDELIA ROBUSTA IN PHTHISIS.—Grindelia 
robusta, the remedy which has been introduced in 
the treatment of spasmodic asthma, has been used 
at the Charity Hospital, N. Y., with favorable re- 
sults, but in a manner different from what might 
have been expected. It was supposed that, if the 
agent relieved the spasmodic condition in asthma, 
it might prove of service in the cough of phthisis, 


lungs, heart, spine, and, in truth, the whole body ; 

|she has taken quarts of the juice of the berries 
| without any advantage; and I can say, you can 
| rely on no course for any two patients, or twice for 
the same patient.—PAysto-Medical Fournal. 


SOURCE OF CURARE (WOORARA).—Dr. Jobert, 
writing from Berlin de Para, makes the following 
statements in regard to the preparation of this 


poison by the Indians: The principal ingredients 
are urartuva (probably strychnos castlence, Wed.) 
and eho, also called pant du maharao (probably 
cocculus toxiferus, Wed.) The young bark of 
these plants is well scraped, and the scrapings 
mixed in the proportion of four parts of the former 
and one of the latter. The mixture is well kneaded 
with the hands, and in a funnel made of a palm- 
leaf exhausted with cold water, the liquid being 
returned seven or eight times. The red infusion is 
boiled with fragments of ¢a7a (an aroidea), and 
mucura-ea-ha, or eone (probably Dedelphy’s cou- 
crioosa). After about six hours the liquid has 
acquired a thick consistence, and is mixed with the 
scrapings of three species of pepper (artanthe) ? 
and ¢an-ma-gere, and again boiled, and allowed to 
cool, when it will have the consistence of a thick 
paste.— Four. de Pharm. et de Chim. 


PHYTOLACCA DECANTRA AS A REMEDY FOR 
INFLAMMATION OF THE MAMM&.—Phytolacca 
has deservedly become a popular remedy with 
some physicians. My attention was first called to 
the above remedy about three years ago, and ever 
since I have been using it in inflammation of the 
mammez whenever opportunity afforded itself to 
do so, and, I must say, without a single failure in 
quite a number of cases. My plan of treatment is 
as follows: As soon as any symptoms of inflam- 
mation make their appearance, or my attention is 
called to it, I prescribe ten to twenty drops of the 
fl. ext. phytolacca decantra every three or four 
hours. The breast should be fully bathed with the 
fl. ext. or tincture of phytolacca, and a woolen 
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cloth wrung out of hot water applied as hot as 
can be borne, which facilitates the cure, and gives 
the patient a grateful feeling of relief —R. H. 
Andrews, M. D., in the Medical Summary. 


DAMIANA.—For along time we found no patient 
who seemed a proper subject upon which to test 
it. At last, our friend, Dr. de Cailhol, described 
to us a case, that seemed a good one to test 
the alleged virtues of damiana upon. We fur- 
nished the doctor with two bottles, which he gave to 
his patient with directions to take one teaspoonful 
three times a day. The case was one of comnlete 
impotency following an attack of malarial fever. 
This had resisted phosphorus, taken for some 
time, also nux vomica and strychnia. The patient 
completely recovered from his affection before he 
had finished taking the amount named, and now, 
two months afterward, is fully restored. 

We have another case under observation and 
hope to report it in a few months. We are satis- 
fied that the drug has a special aphrodisiac effect ; 
how far it may be available for medical purposes is, 
as yet, undetermined.—S¢, Louz's Clinical Record. 


CAFFEINE AS A DIURETIC AND CARDIAC STIM- 
ULANT.—Some time ago Prof. Gubler stated that 
caffeine induced abundant and instantaneous diure- 
sis in cases of cardiac dropsy. Dr. L. Shapter has 
recently reported cases which confirm this ohserva- 
tion, and indicate a stimulating action of the drug 
upon the heart. In these cases the patients were 
in the latter stages of heart disease, with dropsy, 
dyspnoea, weak and irregular heart action, and 
diminished renal excretion. Caffeine, in gr. 1ij doses 
from one to three times a day, was given, after 
digitalis and potash had been tried unsuccessfully. 
All of the four reported cases showed rapid and 


marked improvement, the urine generally doubling 
in amount within twenty-four hours. 
Caffeine has been shown to be a vascular and 


cardiac tonic. Whether in these weak and dilated 
hearts it acts as a direct stimulant or chiefly by 
increasing diuresis and thus unloading the circula- 
tion it is impossible to say, but at any rate, its 
special value seems to be pretty well shown.— The 
Practitioner, Jan., 1879. 


CASCARA SAGRADA.—An eastern medical jour- 
ual took occasion some months ago to denounce 
this medicine as a fraud foisted upon the profes- 
sion by Parke, Davis & Co. It was furthermore 
charged that the journals which had spoken favor- 
ably of cascara sagrada had been “entrapped or 
else deliberately bargained into giving their sanc- 
tion and aid to this form of mercantile exploita- 
tion of the profession and their patients.” Finally 
it was demanded that they “ publicly retract their 
statements about these pretended remedies.” 
This coarse attack upon the integrity of a great 
mercantile house and upon the honor of American 
journalism has elicited an almost universal and 
unanimous reiteration of the good words previ- 
ously bestowed on. cascara sagrada by the im- 
pugned journals. In this city it is largely used, 
and with us is a favorite laxative. It is not worth 
while for us at this day to make any defense 
or bestow praise on Parke, Davis & Co., or cascara 
sagrada. Where they are known they are 
trusted. We indorse both.—Louzsville Medical 
News. 

PILOCARPIN IN ABORTION.—Dr. Chadzynki 
states that he has seen very favorable results by 
treating skin diseases (psoriasis, syphilis, etc.) with 
hypodermic injections of pilocarpin, but in one 
case, a syphilitic girl, aged 21, labor began suddenly 


after the ninth injection, and the foetus was born. 
Three similar cases have been observed. Care 
should be used in giving subcutaneous injections of 
pilocarpin to pregnant women ; but it may be use- 
ful where premature confinement is desired. 

Prof. Mueller (Berne), in the German Gynzcolo- 
gical Society, spoke on the use of pilocarpin in ob- 
stetrics (Am. F. Udst., January, 1879). It certainly 
would be a great advantage if premature labor 
could be induced by internal remedies, but his ex- 
periments with this agent are not encouraging. It 
does not act so powerfully as ergot, and after two 
days loses its effect. In three cases of contracted 
pelvis and one of albuminuria, it was ineffectual. 

Saenger (Leipsic) thinks it has a ‘“ qualified ec- 
bolic influence.” Atropine acts as an antidote, ar- 
resting pains caused by pilocarpin.—Loudon Med. 


Record, Dec. 15, 1878. 


PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION OF BORAX.—It is well 
known that borax has been advantageously ap- 
plied in preservation of meat. Some experiments 
have lately been made by M. de Cyon as to the 
physiological action of that substance. He fed 
dogs by one series of experiments on meat pre- 
served by M. Jourde’s process, andin another on 
fresh food to which various quantities of borax 
were added. It was found that borax added to 
meat to the extent of twelve grams daily (which is 
ten times what the Jourde’s process requires) may 
be taken in diet without causing the least disorder 
of general nutrition. Further, borax substituted 
for common salt increases the power of assimilat- 
ing meat, and may greatly increase the weight of an 
animal, even when the alimentation is exclusively 
albuminoid. These observations, we are reminded, 
apply only to pure borax, that is, containing neither 
salts of alum and lead, nor carbonate of soda, 
which are often met with in the borax of com- 
merce.—Soston Four. of Chem. 

THE PAWPAW A DIGESTIVE.—It is stated bya 
German naturalist, Herr Wittmach, that the creamy 
juice of the unripe pawpaw (Cerzca payaya) when 
boiled with tough meat whether fresh or salted, 
renders it tender and easy of digestion. Hard- 
boiled eggs are also said to be rendered soft and 
friable by being digested for twenty-four hours in 
warm water, to which a few drops of the juice has 
been added ; and that, if taken ig large quantities 
without solid food the juice acts most injuriously 
on the mucous membrane of the stomach and in- 
testines. In Quito the juice is smeared over the 
meat before cooking, and is in very general use; 
and in the Barbadoes, pigs who ate largely of the 
fruit suffered considerably in health unless they 
had a considerable amount of other food. The 
fruit, when fully ripe, is of a bright yellow color, is 
seven or eight inches long, and has the flavor of a 
citron with a slight admixture of turpentine. If 
the pawpaw really possesses these qualities, the in- 
spissated juice of the unripe fruit would be a valu- 
able addition to our means of treating various 
kinds of dyspepsia, and be a cheap substitute for 
pepsine.—Sritzsh Med. Four. 


RHUS TOXICODENDRON.—Rhus has an affinity 
for fibrous and serous tissues. It bears the same 
relation to a sprain that arnica does to a bruise. 
It acts specially upon the tendons and their ex- 
pansions. Whenever there is great pain in mov- 
ing the joints, together with rigidity, after rest, 
then rhus is indicated, and will give speedy re- 
lief. I have recently tested it thoroughly in sev- 
jeral cases, of both sprains and rheumatism, and 
it acted with more promptness than any remedy 
hitherto in use. I use it internally and externally 
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at the same time, but I give it in doses of one to 
two drops, three times aday. In vascular erysipe- 
las rhus is a very reliable remedy, especially when 
there is burning and itching. These symptoms 
accompanying eczema, bulla, and other skin affec- 
tions, indicate rhus. In typhoid fever, when there 
is pain and tenderness about the cecum, rhus 
will aid the cure. In bronchitis of old people it 
often does good service. It is indicated by a 
tough phlegm which comes up in plugs, and an 
aggravation of the cough on awaking in the morn- 
ing. In that painful affection of the hip-joint, 
called sciatica, rhus is one of our best remedies. 
In subacute rheumatic fever, where there is char- 
acteristic extreme restlessness, and constant desire 
to change position, rhus will seldom fail in afford- 
ing the wanted relief. The above is the sphere of 
its action, and when indicated will be found a re- 
liable remedy.—/. ¥. 7. Goss, M. D., in Lansdale 
Medical Summary. 

THE ACTION OF DUBOISINE.—Duboisine, the 
active principle of dubozsta myoporoides, an Aus- 
tralian shrub, is a drug which is contending for 
the place of atropine in ocular therapeutics. A 
case displaying its powerful action is related by Dr. 
W. W. Seely, in the Czncinnati Lancet and Clinic 
for February 15th. He instilled three or four drops 
of duboisine (gr. iv. to Zi.) into the eye of a pa- 
tient, taking no pains to prevent its passing into the 
throat. The same patient had used a four-grain 
solution of atropine for some weeks, with only 
local effects. In five minutes after instillation of 
the duboisine the pupil was dilated, the accom- 
modation paralyzed, and the patient was complain- 
ing of great faintness. In fifteen minutes the 
faintness began to improve, but the patient felt very 
drowsy ; slight dryness of the throat was present. 
The face was not flushed, and the pulse was 
normal. In an hour and twenty minutes the pa- 
tient was able to walk home, though still feeling 
sleepy. The next day there was marked oral and 
faucial dryness, but on the third day the patient 
felt well, and the pupil was normal. The points 
in which the drug differed from atropine in its 
effects were, Ist. The vertigo or faintness; 2d. 
The sleepiness, which was, however, rather stupor 
than sleepiness; 3d. The late appearance of 
faucial dryness; 4th. The apparently negative 
effects on the pulse; 5th. The absence of flush- 
ing of the face—AMedzcal Record. 


OXALATE OF CERIUM IN CHRONIC COUGH.— 
My attention was first called to the oxalate of 
cerium in chronic cough something over a year 
ago, since which time I have used it in a goodly 
number of instances, until I have come to regard 
it as one of the principal remedies in the treatment 
of this distressing malady. Coughs resulting from 
chronic bronchitis, phthisis, and chronic laryngitis 
have promptly yielded to this remedy in my hands, 
after both the internal and external administration 
of other drugs had signally failed. In giving it to 
adults, in only one instance have I ever experienced 
any ill effects from its use. Upon this occasion I 
used seven grains at first, which produced narcotic 
effects. I then reduced the quantity to five grains, 
which quieted the cough without the deleterious 
effects first produced. When I first began using 
oxalate of cerium I produced decidedly narcotic 
effects in two instances from the administration of 
five grains to children of from ten to thirteen years 
of age. In prescribing this drug I invariably 
direct it to be taken half an hour before rising in 
the morning ; and I may say that, although I have 
used it /reguently, | have in only one or two in- 
Stances been disappointed in the effects produced. 


-cidental or arise as secondary results. 





I give five grains to adults, and diminish the dose, 
when treating children, in proper ratio, according 
to age.—Frank Allfort, M. D., in N. Y. Medical 
Record. 

BROMIDE OF AMMONIUM IN TOO FREQUENT 
MENSTRUATION.—Since my incidental allusion in 
the Recorder of November last, to bromide of 
ammonium in too frequent menstruation, I have been 
receiving letters of inquiry from some of your 
readers in reference to the mode of using it. Al- 
low me to answer these inquiries, once for all, 
through your columns. 

I was led, in the first place, to use this prepara- 
tion on the a grzort consideration that such a form 
of derangement was, apparently in the majority of 
instances, the result ofa too great excitement of the 
genital system. In other words, too frequent men- 
struation often appears as a purely functional de- 
rangement, coming on periodically at intervals of 
a fortnight, or every three weeks, and is not, like 
metrorrhagia, dependent upon structural lesions, 
polypus, displacements, etc. In these, the abnor- 
mal uterine flux is apt to be non-periodical, or if 
so, only at the monthly molimem. If lesions do 
occur in the functional variety, they are either in- 
Too fre- 
quent menstruation is most commonly seen in fe- 
males from the age of puberty up to the thirtieth 
year; and in those somewhat delicate, of the ner- 
vous or sanguine temperament, and habituated to 
indolent or luxurious modes of life. 

These etiological factors in mind, the rational 
mode of treatment is to administer bromide of 
ammonia as a genital sedative, not at the time of 
the expected menstrual flux—but in advance of it. 
I make it a rule to order its administration for at 
least a week before the expected molimen, in doses 
of ten grains before each meal and bed time. 
Syrup of orange peel is a suitable vehicle for its 
administration. Suppose the menstrual flow to 
appear every two weeks, I endeavor to ascertain 
which of alternate periods is the normal one. In 
the majority of instances this cannot be deter- 
mined, but if it can, the bromide is only ordered 
antecedently to the abnormal flow. When the 
normal one cannot be ascertained the medicine 
may be ordered before both the fortnightly moli- 
mens, and the one that is abnormal will almost in- 
variably cease to appear. As a_ precautionary 
measure the medicine should be taken before two 
or three subsequent and consecutive periods to 
prevent the possible re-appearance of the abnormal 
issue.— F, R. Black, M. D., in the Ohio Medical 
kecorder. 

SYRUP OF YERBA SANTA.—In the January num- 
ber I notice an article on elixir of yerba santa, 
which makes an excellent preparation, but does 
not fully disguise the bitter taste of quinia, as all 
will testify who have given it a trial. 

But little is yet known of the medical properties 
of yerba santa, yet I predict that in the near future 
it will prove of great value in many diseases. Many 
are already using it with success in asthma and as 
an expectorant. The principle by which it so 
readily disguises quinia is a mucilaginous, gummy 
substance, which, by coming in contact with the 
glands of the mouth, coats them over, so to speak, 
and prevents them for atime from being affected 
by other medicines. This is readily shown by 
chewing a few of the leaves and then taking quinia 
in the mouth, when to your surprise it has no more 
taste than so much starch. One physician even 
declared at first that I had filled the quinia jar with 
flour. 

I have used yerba santa for more than a year in 
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cidently with more powerful cardiac contraction, 
relieve the stagnating pressure of venous blood on 
the right side of the heart. Citrate of caffeine is 
(1) a diuretic. (2) It increases the heart’s action, 
either (a) directly by stimulating the organ itself, or 
(4) indirectly by means of the arteries, which it also 
excites to further contraction. After discussing its 
physiological action at some length, Dr. S. con- 
cludes that, whatever may be the true theory of the 
action of citrate of caffeine, the opinion is forced 
upon him from observation, that in doses of gr. iij 
to gr. viit is a diuretic and cardiac stimulant of 
great value in cases of cardiac dropsy where a di- 
lated, feeble, and irregularly contracting heart un- 
dergoing progressive mural decay is the main clin- 
ical and pathological element to be contended 
against.—Phzladelphia Medical Times. 


disguising the taste of nauseous medicines, prin- 
cipally quinia, and it has in every instance met 
with the approval of the physicians who have given 
it a trial. 

Of the many preparations which might be made | 
from this herb, I find, after numerous experiments, 
that the one best adapted for disguising quinia is 
an aromatic syrup, the formula for which I append, 
the advantages over the formula already printed 
being easiness of preparation, and also the greater 
facility of holding the quinia in solution. 

The one great difficulty of all the preparations is 
that they will not admit of the quinia being dis- 
solved by the usual solvent and still retain their 
efficacy. 
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AROMATIC SYRUP OF YERBA SANTA, 
Yerba santa, 1 pound. 
Bicarbonate of potassa, 2 drachms. 
Cinnamon, 1 ounce. 


Pa dasael 


BENZOATE OF LITHIA.—Dr. T. O. Summers 
says: “ In our hands benzoate of lithia has often 
a most magical effect in diminishing the uric acid 
deposits and increasing the free hippuric acid of 
the urine. It will thus be seen that this agent 
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Cloves, 1 ounce. 

Anise seed, 4 drachms. 
Coriander seed, 4 drachms. 
Cardamon seed, 4 drachms. 
Cochineal, 2 drachms. 
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Sugar, 6 pounds. 
Water, 1 gallon. 


Boil the aromatics, except the cloves, with the 
yerba santa, bicarbonate of potassa, and water for 
one hour; add the cloves and cochineal, and con- 
tine to boil twenty minutes longer ; strain, express, 
and add the sugar, dissolving it with gentle heat; 
lastly, add water sufficient 1o make one gallon. A 
small quantity of brandy added when cold will im- 
prove the flavor of the syrup and keep it from sour- 
ing.—C. A. Mosher, of Santa Ana, Cal., in the 
Druggists’ Circular. 

CITRATE OF CAFFEINE AS A DIURETIC IN CAR- 
prac Dropsy.—Prof. Gubler called attention some 
time since to the property of the citrate or th- 
bromhydrate of caffeine, given in doses of four to 
eight grains, of producing abundant and instantan- 
eous diuresis in cases of cardiac dropsy, either 
when given hypodermically or by the mouth. Dr. 
Lewis Shapter (Practitioner, January) adds to this 
his experience with the citrate alone. The dose 
given by Dr. S. has not exceeded three grains in 
any case, on account of the nausea and vomiting 
produced by larger amounts. This has been suf- 
ficient, however, to establish copious diuresis as a 
general thing, even in the most advanced stages of 
cardiac dropsy. In one of Dr. S.’s cases a pill of 
citrate of caffeine, three grains, was given at night 
The urine previously passed had been to the amount 
of a pint to a pint and a half in twenty-four hours 
During the first night after taking the pill, and 
the next morning, the patient passed two and a 
half pints of urine. Subsequently citrate of caf- 
feine in three-grain doses was ordered in solution 
with glycerine and water, and for six weeks, while 
this was continued, the amount of urine passed 
during each twenty-four hours amounted to from 
two to three pints. Other cases are detailed by 
Dr. Shapter, in which the citrate of caffeine acted 
equally well. His observations lead him to the 
opinion that citrate of caffeine occupies a “special” 
place as a therapeutic agent in cardiac disorder, its 
position being limited as a cardiac diuretic to ad- 
vanced cases of cardiac disorders, or such advanc- 
ing cases of cardiac disorders where muscular em- 
barrassment and neurosal, inco-ordinate cardiac 


acts in a manner entirely different from the alka- 
lies in the cure of uric acid deposits. Benzoate of 
lithia acts upon the urine before it leaves the 
blood, converting the uric acid, which would 
otherwise be deposited, into hippuric acid, a 
harmless agent, which passes off in solution, leay- 
ing no ill effects. The alkalies do not act in this 
way. They dissolve the uric acid directly after 
it has left the blood. Hence, while they are 
clearly indicated in those cases in which the acid- 
ity of the urine is so great as to produce irritabil- 
ity of the bladder or any part of the genito-urinary 
apparatus, it is clear that they cannot change the 
lithic acid diathesis—an end which we may hope 
to attain according to the rationale of the benznate 
of lithia action.” —Nashville Fournal of Medicine 
and Surgery. : 

CAPSICUM AND QUININE.—Capsicum combined 
with quinine will diminish the size of the dose 
requisite, and the same may be said of ginger and 
other aromatics. A good dose of capsicum com- 
bined with twenty grains of quinine will act as 
well as thirty grains of quinine without the capsi- 
cum. Spices in general stimulate the portal cir- 
culation, and promote the flow of bile, and hence 
their universal use in hot climates. There is a 
tendency on the part of quinine and capsicum to 
purge, and sometimes to purge violently. In such 
cases the purgative action is caused by the in- 
creased flow of bile produced by the capsicum. 
Ginger and quinine when combined do not purge, 
and it makes a very good combination. If the 
medicine is administered in form of pills, capsicum 
may be preferable, because of the less bulk re- 
quired; but if desirable, the ginger may be given 
separately, and with the same effect as when com- 
bined with the quinine. The proportions should 
be one grain of capsicum to three grains of qui- 
nine ; with ginger one grain of each.— / he Medical 
Brief. 

CACTUS AND HEart’s-EAse. — Cactus and 
heart’s-ease act on the heart, and are useful in 
heart disease. Lungwort acts on the lungs, and is 
useful in lung disease. Tincture of arnica, in very 
small doses, will stop bleeding at the lungs. Prussi- 
ate of potash will cicatrize the lungs, if ulcerated, 


action (the indicators of progressive mural decay) 
exist. The existence of these symptoms appears 
clinically to forbid the administration of “tonic”’ 
doses of digitalis so long as an outlet has not been 
effected from the venous system which shall, coin- 


and relieve the cough. Balsam of tolu is healing 
to the lungs, and when combined with tincture of 
myrrh, syrup of senega and squills, will cure ab 
most any cough that is curable— Toledo Medical 
Fournal, 
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Editor’s Notes. 


E. B. SMITH & Co.—There is no disguising the | 
fact that E. B. Smith & Co. have and maintain the 
finest book store west of the lakes—to the medical 
profession particularly. They keep a full assort- 
ment of medical books, and they will always be 
pleased to obtain those they may not have on hand 
on the shortest notice. Binding of medical periodi- 
First class workmanship and 
We commend them to the 


jcals is a specialty. 
reasonable charges. 
patronage of the medical public and others pur- 
chasing books. 

New DruGs.—Any inquiries you may wish to 
make concerning the action of any new drug, please 
to send tous; if we cannot readily answer it our- 
selves, we will give it publication. Some one out 
of our many thousand readers will undoubtedly be | 
able to give you the information you wish. | 


CORRESPONDENCE.—If you have an unusually 
interesting case to offer, write its history in detail 
for the Orzgznal Department, to the extent of, say, 
two pages of foolscap. | 

If you wish merely to express your opinion gen- | 


erally on the merits of a new remedy, write for | 
Correspondence Department, to the extent of a| 
- . | 

page of note paper or finely written postal card. | 
° | 


BUSINESS CHANCES !—Under this head we will 
be happy to insert, gva/zs, from three to five lines 
from any physician or druggist who wishes to dis- 
These brief notices should 
state where the property is located, its value, rea- 


pose of his property. 


sons for selling, etc. This liberal offer enables 
physicians and druggists wishing to change their 
location to bring the matter free of expense to the 
notice of thousands who might wish to purchase. 
The circulation of NEW PREPARATIONS is already 
very large, and rapidly increasing. It goes to 
every State and Territory in this country. 


WHITFIELD’S CAPSULE FILLER.—We learn 
that this ingenious little instrument is attracting 
much attention among pharmacists. Capsules are 
now used by all progessive physicians for the ad- 
ministration of nauseous drugs, and a machine 
which will rapidly and neatly fill them is almost a 


| necessity in well ordered drug stores. 


We noticed recently commendatory editorial ar- 


| ticles on these fillers in two of the leading phar- 
| maceutical journals of the country—Mew Heme- 


dies, of New York, and The Pharmacrst, of 


| Chicago—and a large sale is already guaranteed to 


the fortunate inventor. 

Notwithstanding the unexpected demand for 
them, we are assured that orders through the trade 
will be promptly filled. 

See advertisement on page I. 


Publisher’s Notes. 





Subscriptions. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE for 1879, one dollar. 

The /vdex for 1878 is now ready, and every sub- 
scriber for 1878 is entitled to it. —~ ; 

For one dollar and fifty ‘cents inclosed to Geo. S. 
Davis, Publisher, we will send NEW PREPARATIONS 
(monthly) and MICHIGAN MEDICAL NEwsS (semi- 
monthly) for oze year to any address. 

BACK NUMBERS (1877-78), each 10 cents. Back 
numbers, bound—Vols. I and II—each vol.—paper 
40 cents; board 75 ‘cents. January, 1878, is now 
out of press. 

We shall be pleased to have all who receive a 
sample copy of this number continue with us, and 
hope they will send their remittances of one dollar 
each in to us as speedily as possible, so that 
our mail list can be got in readiness for the next 
issue. 

Write your name and address p/aznly. When 
possible inclose your printed address (card, bill or 
note head). 

Send at once for our Prospectus, if you have not 
already seen it. It gives specéal rates for all the 
leading medical journals in the United States, in 
connection with NEW PREPARATIONS. It also 
contains our list of Premzums. 

If you feel unable to pay the retail prices of 
medical publications, notice that you can obtain 
NEW PREPARATIONS with many of them for a 
year, wethout extra charges, if both publications 
are ordered through us. Many have availed them- 
selves of our clubbing rates the past few weeks. 


For publications of Messrs. Wm. Wood & Co., | 
Henry C. Lea, and D. G. Brinton, we must here- | 
after charge their list prices, with $1.00 additional | 


for NEW PREPARATIONS, as they no longer make 


the usual trade discounts to any publishers. To) 


save you the annoyance of making two remittances 
we will, however, be responsible for your payment 
reaching them if sent to us with your remittance 
for NEW PREPARATIONS. 

A new premium for one subscriber is a Self- 
lighting Pocket Match Safe, in which a slight 
movement of the hand opens the case, throws out 
a match, avd lights zt at the same moment. 
Like all our premiums, this is only offered to 
actual subscribers who send the names of Mew 
Subscribers. Thus, a physician who is not a paid 
subscriber, cannot remit $1.00 for his own subscrip- 
tion, and claim a premium. But if he is already 
on our books as a paid subscriber for 1879, or if he 
pays for himselfat the same time, he can send $1.00 
for another subscription, and claim the premium. 

Subscribers cannot claim both the premium and 
the advantages of our clubbing rates on the same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 


We want more agents. Good smart men, phy- 
sicians with little practice, drug clerks, or any per- 
sons brought into direct contact with physicians, 
can do well by canvassing for us. The work is 
easy, honorable, requires no capital, and pays well. 

We furnish sample copies gvat¢zs. Write at 
once, stating your qualifications for canvassing, 
and the territory you want, and we shall be pleased 
to correspond with you. 

Agents now working for us are very successful 
thus far. 

Correspondence. 


Address all correspondence and printed matter 
pertaining to the journal to Geo. S. Davis, Box 641, 
Detroit. 

In corresponding, don’t blame us for an appar- 
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ent inattention to your wants, until you know we 
are at fault. We have a large file of letters which | 
ought to be answered ; some have no signature, 
others no address, and many we cannot read either 
signature or place. Your letter of complaint will 
enable us to answer you. 


WE shall continue the reports of practitioners | 


upon the remedies introduced to your notice ng 
year, and shall also continue our reports upon su 
other new-comers as may be of interest to the g 
fession; hence we cordially invite physicians 
send us, for publication, their written experieng 
with any of the mew remedies alluded to in gq 
columns, or upon kindred subjects. 








Miscellaneous Business Notices. 





Gurjun Balsam. | 
The new substitute for copaiba, in gonorrheea, | 

for sale in quantities as desired, by 
PARKE, DAvis & Co., Detroit. | 


For Sale. 

Drug store doing a paying business. Stock 
small and clean; fixtures nearly new. For par- 
ticulars address 

“PHARMACIST,” P. O. box 641, Detroit, Mich. | 


A Fine Chance for Investment. 

A drug store in one of the best business loca- 
tions in the city of Detroit is now offered for sale. 
The proprietor is compelled by urgent personal 
reasons to close up his business within a brief 
period, and will offer stock, fixtures and good will 
at very reasonable figures. Part cash is asked, and 
easy terms for the balance, if good security can be 
given. 

Any one with available funds will find a bargain 
in a cash purchase. 

The store is well stocked with every requisite for 
a first-class store, and is in excellent condition. 

Address “ DRUGGIST,” box 641, Detroit, Mich. 
Michigan Medical News. 

Published semi-monthly. Terms only one dollar 
per year. Edited by Dr. J. J. Mulheron. Send 
three-cent postage stamp for specimen copy. 


Cascara Sagrada (Rhamnus Purshiana). 

The fluid extract of this drug has been proved to 
be one of the most useful guzd cathartics known 
to the profession. As a laxative and remedy in 
habitual constipation it has no equal. 

PARKE, Davis & Co., Detroit. 


Lactated Pepsine (not patented). 


A new compound digestive agent, composed of 
pepsine, maltose, diastase, pancreatine, lactic acid, 
and hydrochloricacid. Recommended in dyspepsia 
and all phases of mal-nutrition, and in sickness of 
pregnancy. Specify “P., D. & Co’s.” 

PARKE, Davis & Co. 


For Sale.—Drug Store 


In a town of 8,000 inhabitants in central Ohio. 
Good location. Stock, $5.000; sales from $8,000 
to $9,000 per year. Will sell at invoice, and then 
deduct $500—or lump and sell at a bargain. Good 
reasons for selling. Address X, box 641, Detroit. 


Pink Granules. 

These granules are intended to supply the need 
of physicians in such cases as require minute doses, 
or frequent repetition, for adults, or in complaints 
of children. For the sake of beauty of appearance, 
and to distinguish them from the regular line of 





pills, a coating of pink sugar is applied. Specify 
“P., D. & Co.’s Pink Granules ” on your orders. 
PARKE, Davis & Co. | 


Physician—Location. 
Good location in a town of 8,000 in centra 
Michigan. A good physician from the age of 
to 45 years, well skilled in surgery, and of ge 
habits, can soon establish a paying practice. F 


| particulars by addressing (with stamp) G, box 64] 
| Detroit. 


Empty Capsules. 
Read carefully the article on this subject on 


| vertising page I. Physicians are requested to em 
|amine Parke, Davis & Co.’s capsules in comparis¢ 


with others in the market. 


Pepsine and Pancreatine. 

These articles from the laboratory of Pa 
Davis & Co. will recommend themselves for 
formity and general therapeutical efficacy. 


Boldo. 

The new Chilian tonic recommended in dyspep 
sia, gonorrhoea and rheumatism. See advertisin 
page V. PARKE, Davis & Co, 


Quinine Flower. 

An antiperiodic of undoubted merit, producin 
all the effects of quinine, even to the ¢cmndtu 
aurium, See advertising page V. 
PARKE, Davis & CO, © 


Elixirs Wines and Syrups. 

Parke, Davis & Co. have made many impro 
ments in these elegant pharmaceuticals. Their 
comprises all standard formule, as well as the me 
recent combinations of new remedies. Physician 
will insure satisfaction, and encourage quality l 
manufacture by specifying “P., D. & Co.'s” @ 
their prescriptions. j 


For Sale.—A good chance for investment. 

Drugs and furniture for store, stock small, 
be made a paying business; an excellent location 
for a physician, wiil sell residence and 108% ac 
of land with same, terms reasonable. 

Address Dr. J. Hendricks, Waelder, Gon 
Co., Texas 
Wanted. 

A German partner to engage in the drug and 
liquor business. Business already establishe 
capital required $1,000. 

Address P, O. box 121. Deshler, Ohio. 


Rare Chance for a Young Physician. d 
For thirty days only do I offer a good payi 

practice, good office furniture, drugs, good \ 

etc., for $100, cash. Possession at any 

Reason for selling, wish to go to California. F 

niture alone worth money. 4 
Address Dr. Otis, Wooster, Ohio. 








